





























This year, our Annual Speech Day was scheduled
on 18th December, 2009. We were honoured

to have Mr. Ching Cheong and his wife, who was a
distinguished old girl of our school, to be our guests of

honour.

The event commenced with the solemn National
Anthem of our motherland, followed by our Principal,
Mr. Ho Yue-shun, who delivered his school report.
After introducing our guests of honour, he went on
highlighting the school's achievements during the year
and outlined new projects that had been launched for the
students under the New Senior Secondary Curriculum. He
also congratulated the graduates and prize-winners, and
expressed his gratitude to the Parent Teacher Association
and teachers for their tremendous support during the

year.

Following the principal’s report, the ceremo
continued with the presentation of prizes a
scholarships by our guests of honour. The exempl:
accomplishments of these prize winners are bound
encourage their schoolmates to emulate them. Af
that, Mr. Ching addressed the school. In his speech
only did he share with us his remarkable experie
of his secondary school life, but he also encourage
by giving us three pieces of advice. He suggested
we should always learn to be give thanks, learn tot
optimistically, and learn to broaden our horizons
inspiring speech drew a big round of applause from

audience.

The music performances by our School Harm
Ensemble and String Quartet were a fascinating fol
entertainment for our guests. The ceremony endé
our graduates and fellow schoolmates singing the
song in a sonorous and proud manner, which harke
the end of one academic year and the start of af
challenging year!
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Profile o£ the Year

Mr. and Mrs. CHING, Mr. LAM of KCOBA,
Mr. WONG of KCPTA, Mt HEUNG of EDB, Ladies
and Gentlemen, Boys and Girls,

Good afternoon and welcome to our Annual Speech

Day.
This Speech Day is special to me because it will be

my last one serving as the Principal of the School. To
make it more special, we are honoured to have Mr. and
Mirs. CHING as our Guests of Honour. To many of us, Mr.
CHING represents a conscience, signifying an unwavering
devotion to meaningful causes. I am sure that he is so
known among us that introduction is not really necessary-
He entered the University of Hong Kong after graduation
from St. Paul’s College in 1970, a time during the Cultural
Revolution when many youths were overwhelmed with 2
passion for national identity and socialistic ideology. You
may not know that Mr. CHING was once 2 secondary
school teacher. He got into crouble for bringing students to
the China Week organized by the China Study Association
under the HKU Student Union. After the incident, he
left the teaching profession to work at Wen Wei Po for
fifteen years, putting his heart and soul to exposing the
world as he understood it to his readers at a relatively
low salary, first as a reportern, and subsequently as the vice
editorial manager. In 1989, after Wen Wei Po put up the
courageous editorial detesting the actions of the Central
People’s Government in what someone referred to as the
June Fourth Incident while others called it the Tiananmen
Massacre, he left the newspaper to found Commentary,
a magazine allowing more freechand in commenting on
China. In 1996, he joined the Singapore Straits Times and
became a China correspondent again. It was in the fated
year of 2005 that he was arrested for being 2 spY, tried in
camera and sentenced to prison for five years. Petitions for
his release mounted and no friend of his would ever believe
that he was a spy who disregarded the wellbeing of his
mother country. Apparently, to be a dignified gentleman,
it is not enough for one just to do the right things but one
has to be able to put up with the smears, the bumiliations
and the dishonours thrown onto one’s face.

While Mr. CHING is not an alumnus of our School,
Mrs. CHING is. She graduated in the year 1972, then
entered HKU and maintained a low profile. 1 heard that
she has also served as a journalist. Let me quote her poem
to CHING in 2007 when he was in jail to show that King's

College students can write pretty well in Chinese. The last
stanza reads:
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“On the 22 of October,
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You will be gone for exactly two and a half years
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That night —— A&
A meteor shower will appear at Orion.
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I shall shower hope across the entire sky.”
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1 wish them a happy life together after these &
years. We shall be hearing Mr. CHING's words of w
in just a moment.

Throughout history, there are numerous upright
who care more for the welfare of the populace than
care about themselves. To gain respect from othet
has to be learned, capable, determined, tactful, to
honest, open, disciplined and self-conscious in conf
to a high moral standard. It is through educat
people become upright. This is what King's Colle
strive to achieve. .

A ‘good’ man is more valuable than a ‘man’ wh
ten distinctions in exams. We aim at nurturing by
are ready to give up the latter for the former. Th
we continue to instill the need to care about the
our students, to tell them the ways we can help
sustainable developments and to assist them t
friendly habits towards the environment. A perso
not be ‘too bad’ if he has a caring attitude. As
¢hink highly of our students and expect them
leaders of tomorrow. They have always been encd
participate in competitions, to meet with elites I
places and to test their strengths when opportul
Senior form students are there to provide suppot
junior schoolmates and those lagging behind.
that positive actions will yield positive results.
today will become huge trees someday. »

Interesting enough, my report will not 59
School Report if 1 do not go into our list of achi
1 shall be brief as a comprehensive account b
been put in our School Magazine and the P2
your hands. I am happy to tell you ¢hat out
results were still enviable with some improve .
Advanced Level Examinations. In the HKCEE:

each of our students scored four distinction?




Profile of the Year

They can certainly do much better. All members of staff
and students made a pledge to use English more extensively
in daily communication during the year to further foster
a favourable English learning environment. Mr. TANG
Chun-yin of class 6A won the Hong Kong English Public
Speaking Contest 2009 jointly organized by the Hong
Kong Federation of Youth Groups, the English Speaking
Union and the Standard Chartered Bank, showing that
our School is not only strong at the science subjects. We
excelled at the Hong Kong Physics Olympiad, the Hong
Kong Chemistry Olympiad for Secondary Schools, the
Hong Kong Mathematics Olympiad, the Hong Kong
Students Science Project Competition, the Company
Programme of the Hong Kong Junior Achievement
and a whole lot of others. Besides, I have to thank our
Mathematics Department for organizing the Joint Primary
School Mathematics Competition for the Central and
Western District.

Our students also took an active part in the
Hong Kong Yourh Summit 2009, the International
Convergence Project by the Hong Kong Outstanding
Students’ Association, and of course, the internal Singing
Contest and the Annual Ball. The cheers and cries still
reverberated in my ears. In sports, our Badminton Team
and Handball Team remained in Division One. Mr. LAM
Wai-ki and Mr. LEUNG Chi-hang scored good results in
the HKSSF Inter-school Cross Country Championships
and Swimming Championships respectively. I shall not
miss out the thrilling football tournament between staff
and students. The result came as no surprise — our staff
team won.

We celebrated the 40th Anniversary of our Chinese
Orchestra with a stunning concert in November. Qur
world famous King’s Harmonica Band members won five
championships and two second runners-up in the 7th Asia-
Pacific Harmonica Festival at Hangzhou. Our St. John
Ambulance Brigade was named Regional Cadet of the year.
We won also a great number of other awards in Xiangqi,
debates, design competitions, writing competitions, the
Speech festival, the music festival, etc. During the year, we
had visitors from the Yale University, the Beijing Ritang
Secondary School and the Macau Sacred Heart Canossian
College. Exchange students from HKU conducted
English and Putonghua conversation sessions with our
junior form students in a relaxed manner. We continued
to launch exchange programmes with our sister school,
Beijing Huiwen Middle School. The variety of activities
highlighted our rich and colourful school life.

Amid the many successes, I would like to add a few
Words of caution for the years to come. Firstly, the new
“urriculum structure and NSS are something big. We
e on a road that even our Generals at- EDB have not
avelled. While supporting the policy in a broad sense, we

have to be clear-headed about implementation details so
as not to fall off the education track. Secondly, our society
often uses wrong criteria for success. Measurements based
upon wealth and fame can be misleading. It is tempting
but inappropriate to rank the schools and their students
according to the results obtained in public examinations.
Lord Tennyson wrote a poem on the charge of the Light
Brigade in the Crimean War: “Theirs not to make reply,
Theirs not to reason why, Theirs but to do and die ._.”
Does this bear true testimony to the examination-oriented
leaming nowadays? To historians, the charge was stupid
and nothing but a blunder. Thirdly, whether we like it or
not, student diversity will continue to widen. Dual choices
in the S1 discretionary places admission stage will intensify
our difficulties. Students at both ends of the spectrum
will suffer if teachers, or even schools, do not prepare
themselves adequately. This is why we have taken a wise
step towards improving on pedagogy issues in recent years.
This is also why we have to build up students’ confidence
in climbing new heights. Fourthly, some of our middle
managers must catch up to face the challenges ahead. How
can we win a war if the commanders are just playing the
role of soldiers?

To conclude my report, let me wish the graduates every
success in their future and congratulate the prize winners
on their deserved accomplishments. I have to thank all
my colleagues for their cooperation and endurance. Their
bad days are almost over. I have to thank parents and old
boys for their support. Our 1959 graduates have recently
proposed to donate a sum of money to support our science
activities. I must also mention the invaluable contributions
of my Assistant Principals. They righted my wrongs and are
sure to make very competent principals if they choose to
do s0. Mrs. CHO retired in September this year. On behalf
of the School, I wish her the best of health and a most
enjoyable retirement life.

It is my honour and privilege to serve King’s College
for 13 years. I have watched the fig tree grow. Life is fair.
There are good memories and bad ones. | have met very
respectable people here together with some not worthy of
mentioning. This is a great School with excellent students
determined to contribute to the well-being of mankind.
Some do their best for improvement. Some display a strong
sense of belonging to the school. I know of one who loved
the School so much as to request putting on the school
uniform in his funeral. However, there are also incidents
that happened here that should not have happened
anywhere. | am sure that our respect for the School will
increase as we grow older and I am starting to miss my days
at King’s now. Boys, your future is in your hands. King’s
College’s future is in your hands.

Thank you.






