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Old boys new boys
winning glory
We ourselves must
write the story

Vol.44 No.1

1. Introduction

The hit trend of Secret pages started
long before the establishment of #41%
Secrets. Today, #4513 Secrets handles
approximately 2000 posts Irom
students of different elite schools
every day. You may also have posted
something personal or emotional on the page, but how much do
you really know about this recent trend?

Actually, the idea ol exposing secrets online was started by a
group of foreign college students. It was not popular in Hong
[Kong until April, 2013 when the trend finally hit Hong Kongers
and soon spread frantically like a disease.

The administrator collects a wide variety ot posts from different
people and posts them onto the page after assuring the content is
not too offensive. The contents of the posts vary and many people
gel Lo enjoy their little guilty pieasure by reading them.

Have you ever posted anything on the page? Do you want lo
know more about this trend? We have got the news for you!

2. Reason for its popularity

Perhaps you wonder why the page becomes so big and popular?
Here are some possible reasons:

As the names of authors need not be specitfied to the administrator
in order to post the contents, no one really knows who actually
writes the posts. People feel secure when they speak their hearts
out on this page. Moreover, there are many things that people do
not tend to say out loud in daily life: Who would dare reveal his
feelings to a girl in public? Who would dare accuse the school for
certain unfavorable policies under the nose of stern and solemn
teachers? It is a platform for people to let out their grudge and
emotions, without being afraid that they would get caught or live
under immense pressure alterwards.

Readers also play a major role in shaping this unstoppable trend
in Hong Kong. People find reading these posts enterlaining as
people seldom talk about love, frustrating conflicts with best
friends or even breakups during face-to-face interactions. The fact
that the page provides a perfect spot for confession attracts loads
of people who are cager (o read these confessions. Readers may
also receive advice and useful information by reading the posts.
In some circumstances, they can also otfer help or advice by
commenting on the posts, possibly making some friends during
the process. Sympathy is also a powerful factor. People feel the
same way when they know about others’ encounters.

However, above all, what attracls users the most lies in the power
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of anonymity. People like the feeling of constant guessing: Who
is this confession about? Could it be an apology from my best
friend? No one can be sure of who’s complaining or who’s making
a mistake any more. They can only guess. The mist of uncertainty
is definitely a gust of fresh air and excitement [or people.

vt

As we have mentioned above, there are approximately 2,000 posts
sent to #4%% Secrets in one day. The stories ol all these posts are
not the same, however, they can still be divided into different
types. We have sorted out seven types ol popular posts:

1. L.ove Post

It is one ol the most common post types in #1f% Secrets.
These posts are being uploaded almost every single day. Most
commonly, a love post is from a student of a single gender school
{o a student of another single gender school. Surprisingly, most of
these posts are from the students of different girls” schools instead
of from boys’ schools. Sometimes, the message is posted with a
picture or a photo provided by the secret’s provider.

2. Fun Secrets

Ever since the establishment of the page, students from different
elite schools provide fun secrets of their schools lo the page. The
posts about those schools with longer history are ofien about the
rumors of the schools in the wartime. Also, some traditions and
special names of the schools are very interesting.

3. Daily Scheol Life

$Students of different elite schools love to share the funny things
happened in their classes. They like to share some hilarious
conversations between students or between teachers and students.
Students also share their study journeys: They may taik about the
problems they encountered in their studies while the graduates
may share their own experiences on studying. It is so olten




for students to express their worries for tests or examinations,

especially the S. 6 students who are going to sit for the Hong
Kong Diploma of Secandary Education Examination.

4. People Searching

There are quite a few clite schools in Hong Kong. It is so easy for
you to see a student from one of those schools on the strect. What
can you do if you want to find an old friend of yours but you have
lost his or her contact for a few years? This page helps. Many
students use this method to look for someone they met on the
street or in an event or old friends of theirs.

5. Social Phenomena

On the page, you can ofien see posts about ABC {American-born
Chinese) or the Tiananmen Square protests of 1989, commonly
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beatus 2013

Being one of the most
exciting activities in King's
College, the Christmas
Ball not only attracted
afttention from senior
students, but also junior
ones. This academic year,
the Christmas Ball was
hefd on 23rd Dec 2013 in
the hall of King's College.

The theme of the
Christmas Ball was Beat
us, which means blessings.
The organizing schools
were King's College and True Light Middle School of
Hong Kong. There were over a hundred participants
from these two schools.

The girls entered the main entrance, receiving feather-
like pendants, stepping onto the red carpet and being
led to a well-decorated hall filled with violet light.

The Ball started at 7 p.m. and ended at 11 p.m. Three
dancing sessions were arranged with light refreshment.
Services, like rose-selling, photo-taking, honeyed word
projection were provided.

There was first a matching game for each participant
to get their pariners, followed by the first dancing
session. After that, a promation video clip on how a
boy and a girl met in a coffee shop was shown. They
were the lead dancers of the Ball that night.

During the second dancing session, participants were
free to search for their own partners and invite each
other for a dance. This was dlso a hard-earned chance
for students from two different schools to interact with
each other and build up a wider sacial network.

The Prom King and the Prom Queen were selected
after the second dancing session. Girls formed a large

known as the June Fourth Incident. These posts show the students’
care and concerns for society and themselves.

6. Family and Relationships

The page ofters a platform for students to express some emotions
related to their family and [riends. Students could share similar
thoughts with each other. Meanwhile, some even tend to seek for
valuable advice from their peers.

7. Hot Issues of the Time

Students from different schools may experience something similar.
These popular topics help students find friends with the same
interests. There are quite a number of lopics that students used to
share on the page, such as the TSA for 8.3 students, a video clip
about a special solo verse performance and the Christmas balls
organized by different schools.

inner circle while boys surrounded them. When the
Prom Queen was about to be elected, the girls were
asked fo close their eyes while the boys went around
and fastened a colorful ribbon onto the wrist of the
girl they liked. The Prom King was elected by the same
way except the colorful ribbons were replaced with
feathers. Then the girl and the boy who held the most
ribbons and feathers were the Prom King and Queen.
They were asked to have a dance on the stage after
the election.

The Organizing Committee members found this year's
Christmas Ball an cpportunity in a million fo build
themselves all rounded young men. They polished their
intferpersonal, organization and communication skills
through organizing the Christmas Ball. For example,
lighting effect and decorations were a challenge
for the Organizing Committee as they have little
experience in handling problem of this kind. They
were required not only fo communicate with other
Organizing Committee members but also technical
teams to ensure the decoration works could be done
in the best order.

They also emphasized that their organization skills were
strengthened through budgets planning and duties
allocation. They needed to make both ends meet by
carefully controlling the expenses on souvenirs and
decoration while anticipating the revenue from selling
tickets. A healthy financial account was of upmost
importance. Division of labour was another crucial
task. Each person in the committee was well informed
of their own jobs and duties were assigned based on
their interests.

The Organizing Committee described this year's
Christmas Ball as a historical moment as King's College
was the organizing party for joint-school functions
again after seven years' hiatus.



“To inspire, to foster, to prosper.” The English Sociely has long
been commilted to nurturing studenis’ enthusiasm for learning
English. With Christmas just around the corner, the English
Society provided a variety ol English-related activities for
students to learn beyond-the-book. '

Crossword puzzles were provided for students to enrich their
vocabulary items related to Christmas. Christmas carols and
English songs were broadcast to provide a relaxing and festive
atmosphere for students to expose themselves to English as well.
Yet, the highlight of the Christmas celebrations was the Christmas
Blessings. Students could. send their greelings and appreciation to
their beloved ones by writing blessings which would be posted on
a display board. NWumerous studenls were altracted to express their
wishes and blessings through this activity. Most of them thanked
their teachers for the inspiring lessons while some students
blessed their family members in the coming year.

*Many schoolmates seem i{o have forgotten the meaning of
Christmas. [ think it actually provides us with a chance to
sirengthen the bonds with others. With the daily hustle and bustle
ol our lives, people’s relationships with one another are becoming
more distanced. Why don’t we make use of Christrmas to show our

1144

4 Students’ blessings
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Crossword puzzle »

Christmas in the Air —
The English Society Celebrates Christimas with Us

care towards others? That’s why { would like to organize such an
activity to rekindle our intentions to care for others. As the famous
saying goes, “It’s Christmas in your hearts that puts Christmas
in the air.””, explained Martin Sham, the chairman of the English
Society.

The English Society plays an important role at our school. As
English proficiency has become a prerequisite for many future
careers, it is hoped that students can improve their Erglish
through the activities hosted by the English Society.
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The Interact Club

~ A New Group Heading for an Excellent Stari ~

Open to all persons regardless of race, creed, religion,
gender, or political preference, our school’s Interact Club
has become a member of 34,282-club family in the
world. The King's College Interact Club comprises 45
members in this academic year. The president of the
club is Zhipeng Michael YAN, from class 4A, and the
vice-president is Matthew CHAN, from class 4D while
the teacher advisor is Ms Tze-fong KWOK.

The word ‘Interact’ could be interpreted as abbreviations
of ‘International understanding’, ‘Aim of service’,
‘Communication with others’, and ‘Training of leadership’.
This service education group has members aged from
14 to 18. The club gives young people opportunities
to participate in different educational and meaningful
service projects, which further propagate the delight of
studying international affairs. Along the way, through
activities, club members {or Interactors) learn the
importance of developing leadership skills and personal
integrity, giving help and respect to others, as well as
understanding the value of individual responsibility and
hard work, and advancing international understanding
and goodwill. Interactors have access to the resources
of individual Rotary clubs and The Rotary International,
which provides a self-governing and self-supporting
environment and administrative support that helps
Interact club thrive.

To put its primary motto "Service above Self” into
action, the Interact Club has by far organized two
voluntary services, in which the commitiee members
had a barbecue with Ho Fung College’s Interact Club
members on December 7 and joined a Christmas carol
singing event on December 15. The barbeque gave us a
valuable opportunity to get to know other Interactors, and
expressed our thought and difficulties when organizing
the club from scratch. We were glad to have experienced
members from Ho Fung College to give us advice and
guidance. Besides, the Christmas carol singing event
held in Tseung Kwan O on December 15 aims at raising
funds for the Children Development Matching Fund. |t
was indeed very meaningful as the use of the Fund
helps youngsters who do not have enough resources to
learn and resolves intergenerational poverty. It was a

The Interactors are having a barbecue with Ho Fung College's Interact Cilub
members.

The members help raise fund by singing Chrisimas carols

great honour for us to participate in such a significant
event that it gave a helping hand to the disadvaniaged.
Thanks to the support from the enthusiastic members,
the events were successfully held.

For the rest of the school year, the Interact Club is going
to actively organize some programmes and activities.
‘For the time being, we are arranging a visit to the Hong
Kong International Airport, a visit to the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, and a tree-planting
activity. Besides, if you have any service projects you
would like us to organize, please feel free to tell us your
ideas. Qur door is always open’, said Matthew CHAN,
the vice-chairman of the Interact Club while he was

introducing the forthcoming events.

As a member of the school's Service Education
Team, the Interact Club helps Kingsians gain valuable
experience of organizing activities and providing services.



tervie

R: Reporters
$: Miss Shum Yuen-ying

R: Have you taught in boys’ schools before? So far, have
you faced any difficulties or challenges in King’s College?

S: Well, | haven’t taught in a boys’ school before. | have
been a teacher in a co-educational school. Yet | found
that the characteristics of boys in a co-ed school are
different from that of a single-gender school. It seems that
boys in a boys’ school tend to be more willing to express
their opinions. They are more active as well. Maybe, the
absence of female students leads to such a phenomenon
since boys should be more willing to express themselves.
These are what | have to adapt to in King’s College.

R: Yes, we all like chatting with each other. So why do you
want to be a teacher?

8: Um... | determined to be a teacher when | was small.
Maybe | could only get to know about teachers that
time. Teaching is indeed meaningful so | would like to
be a teacher. Additionally, | quite enjoy working with
children. | have thought of being a kindergarten teacher,
but finally chose to be a secondary school teacher since
the curriculum of secondary education suits me better.
| realized that being a teacher, | could not only help
my students acquire knowledge, but also share my life
experiences with them. | hope to enrich and broaden my
students’ horizons through teaching them.

R: It’s inspiring. The subjects that Ms Shum teaches are
Mathematics and Computer Literacy. There are only a few
female teachers teaching these subjects in Hong Kong. Do
you mind sharing with me the reason of teaching these
subjects?

$: | think it is not so special for female teachers to teach

Maths or Science. In my previous schools, these subjects
are taught by female teachers. | am fond of Maths and
science since they give me a sense of satisfaction. Through
discussion with others, you can gain insights into Maths.
And if you are able to solve the problem and teach
others, the happiness and satisfaction generated are
irreplaceable.

R: Before teaching in King's College, what was your
perception about this school?

S: Actually my cousin graduated from King’s College and
some friends of mine are alumni too. As | live on Hong
Kong Istand, | have always heard of the name of King’s
College as well as its reputation. It is a prestigious school
with students who are well-mannered and hardworking as
1 reckon.

R: Well, has your perception changed yet?

$: My perception didn’t change much. Most of them are
really well-behaved and hardworking.

R: So what do you think about Kingsians?

S: In my opinion, Kingsians are all smart and clever.
However, some of you are not hardworking enough. Take
Maths as an example. Some students are not willing to
show the steps of calculations; they solve the questions in
their minds instead. But actually, if you do not know how
to express your answers, you cannot score the marks.

R: That's really what we have to improve. Do you have any
words of advice or encouragement to us?

S: Every Kingsian is indeed smart and talented. Make good
use of your wisdom and be more hardworking. Do not
hesitate to raise questions if you confront any difficulties!
You can do it, guys!

R: Thank you, Ms Shum!




interview wit
R: Reporters (Oscar, Bryan)
¥: Miss Jenny Yeung

liss Yeung

R: Miss Yeung, when did you start your teaching career?

Y: | started teaching in 1999 after obtaining my Bachelor
(Hon.} of Arts in English of the Faculty of Arts at Chinese
University of Hong Kong (CUHK).

R: Would you please tell us something about your family
and students?

Y: For my family, | really feel thankful to them as they
always encourage me a lot. For students, | enjoy being
with them and | am really touched by the things some
students did. One year, | taught a class and | was their
class teacher. A student was absent for two consecutive
days. | was really worried about him. When he came
back the next day, I told him to come to the staff room
in order to teach him the things he missed. When he
graduated, he thanked me as he was surprised that his
absence was treated seriously by a teacher and he was
being taken care of. | learn from this experience that
teaching doesn’t mean punishing students. Teachers
should take care of students and make a difference in
their lives.

R: Why do you like English?

Y: Actually, 1 have had a passion for English since | was
young. | think English is a beautiful language. Using
English, | can gain access to knowledge easily. Other
than English, | love sports... although | don’t look too
sporty. | was in the volleyball team in my secondary
school and university. | have developed my interest in
basketball and other sports as well.

R: As an English teacher, are you interested in British
and American cultures?

¥: When | was young, | wish | could be an exchange
student and study in the UK. Unfortunately | couldn’t
because it was quite a burden to my family financially.
But | love reading books, as we can gain knowledge
from them. From all of the books | read, | love reading
Shakespeare’s plays as | am a big fan of English
Literature. Also, Shakespeare’s home country is Britain,
so that's why | would like to know more about British
culture. However, if you want to know more about their
cufture, 1 think communicating with the American or
British is the hest way.

R: Could you give me some advice for learning English?

~ THE BRIDGE

Y: if you want to learn English well, | think you should
use it as much as possible. Try to follow these rules if
you want to enhance your English skills: if you want to
write well, you shouid read more. If you want to speak
well, you should listen more, and also you should try to
use the language whenever you can. Don’t worry when
you make mistakes, as everyone will make mistakes
somehow. There is no shortcut for learning a language,
so you need to learn more and train more. You can’t
learn English well if you don’t pay effort.

R: What do you think about the relationship between
teachers and students?

Y: | think teachers are like mentors. Mentors should
give students advice. There isn’t always a solution to
problems, but my past experience helps. Teachers
should show students the channels and the tools and
help them.

R: Do you have any mottos or quotes that you would like
to share with us?

¥: Make every day count. This is my motto. Actually, this
motto is related to my father, who had a heart by-pass
surgery in 2007. The surgery lasted quite long - 7 hours.
[ thought it was only by the grace of God that he finally
recovered. That’s why we should treasure every moment
and live our lives without regrets.

R: Finally, what do you want to say to Kingsians?

Y: | think teachers here are professional and they take
good care of students. Kingsians should cherish and
show respect to teachers. | also want you Kingsians to
learn English well. Remember - don’t overlook English.

R: Thank you, Miss Yeung, for your valuable time.




R: Reporters

F: Mr. Fung Kin-chung

R: What made you become interested in studying
Physics?

F: Physics applies in everyday lives. When | was young,
I was fascinated by the motion of running vehicles and
| wanted to understand the physical principle applied
on them. Thus, | started to be interested in Physics.

R: What made you choose teaching profession then?

F: To be honest, | didn’t really consider being a
teacher when 1 just graduated from university.
Instead, | did research in a medical laboratory.
Somehow | found that it was no longer my cup of tea
since it didn’t require me much interaction with my
colleagues. That’s why I quitted the research team
and found another job.

Some pals of mine told me that being a teacher would
be a dull work. Yet, I’d like to have interaction with
students and hence decided to be a teacher. Till now,
I've never thought of teaching as a boring routine.

R: What was your impression about King’s College
before coming to teach in our school?

F: Frankly speaking, | had a positive impression
about King’s College as there are lots of well-known
celebrities in Hong Kong graduated from King’s, right?

R: We know that you taught in a co-educational
government school beforehand. Will there be any
differences between a co-educational school and a
single-gender school?

F: Well, I’'ve been here for around four months and
observed that Kingsians delivered their message or
expressed their own opinions in a more direct way, Let
me take an example. They don’t mind expressing their
emotions, like frustrations by condemning someone
or expressing their opinions on an issue in front of
teachers. This didn’t happen in my previous school (a
co-educational school). Boys are much self-possessed
in my previous school. Maybe boys in a mixed-gender
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school would behave much better to attain their
positive images in front of girls, wouldn’t they?

R: | see your point. Let us switch our topic to the study
of Physics. What problems do Kingsians encounter
when studying Physics?

F: Well, let me pinpoint a common shortcoming of
Kingsians. Some Kingsians try to explain Physics
principles by their own. They may think that their
perceived concept is clear and correct, but it’s not the
truth. | strongly believe that “listening” is a crucial
part when acquiring knowledge. If Kingsians can try
to listen to our explanations patiently, they can truly
understand a new concept.

R: How about you? Have you encountered any
difficulties when studying Physics?

F: Yes indeed. | did have similar problems as
Kingsians. When | was wondering an entirely new
concept, | would neglect the explanations from
teachers. This didn’t facilitate my progress of studying
but it was a kind of disturbance in reality. This would
lead to the misunderstanding or wrong interpretation
of a principle. That’s why | encourage my students to
raise questions whenever they are facing problems.
They should never make a hypothesis by themselves
and firmly believe it as the law without confirming it.

R: You have claimed that whenever there were ten
questions involving Physics calculation, there would
be five couldn’t be calculated. What does it mean?

F: | think that it’s really normal when a student
can’t calculate all the questions correctly, especially
the arduous ones. | don’t want my students to
feel pessimistic simply because they can’t answer
questions correctly. This learning atmosphere can be
found in King’s College, where students may tease
others for fun. For instance, students may burst into
laughter when a student can’t respond properly. Thus,
| told my students that there would be five out of ten




couldn’t be correctly answered. You may treat it as a
kind of encouragement to my students.

R: Among the government secondary schools in
Hong Kong, our school has the largest senior Physics
laboratory. Do you think having a big Physics
laboratory is conducive to our students when studying
Physics?

F: To be honest, there is no relationship between
the size of a laboratory and the progress of teaching.
Instead, there should be sufficient apparatuses for
our students to use. In King’s College, the number
of facilities is not enough. On top of that, some of
the apparatuses are outdated. There are only four
computers shared among forty students. Thus, I'll ask
for purchasing more equipment and tools.

R: We used to have three societies, namely the
Physics Society, the Chemistry Society and the Biology
Society. Now they are all integrated into one which is
called the Science Society. Which kind of society do
you prefer?

F: Let me focus on the shortcomings of having three
separated science-related societies. There is one
problem in our school. That is the limited human
resources. Can a society organize many activities
successfully when there are only a few teachers being
responsible for a particular society? What’s more,

Science is a large branch. How should astronomy be

classified under the three aforementioned categories?
Yet, topics on astronomy can be included in the
Science Society. All in all, the Science Society can
cover a wider content.

R: In addition to Physics, do you have any other

interests or habits?

F: In my leisure time, | like watching sci-fi. Also, | like

listening to classic music.
R: What would you like to share with your class 587

F: Itis a must for them to strive hard. | know that some
of them wish to do better at their academic work. If
they can’t handle three electives well, they can study
two or one to better focus on their strengths. Also,
they should bear in mind that the prerequisite of
entering a university is the results of core subjects.
They should in no doubt prepare them well. For me,
no matter they will continue to study or start to work
after S.6, | hope they will be good and successful men
in society.

R: What would you like to share with your two 5.4
classes?

F: The academic performances of these two classes
are more or less the same. They should practise

Physics more.




