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Introduction

Since 2012, the two long- <1tandmg public examinations in
the HKCEE and HKALE, were phased out
and replaced with the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary

Hong Kong, t

Education (HKDSE) Examination under the 3-3-4 New
Senior Secondary academic structure. The examination is
designed primarily as a university entrance exam but it is
also an indicator of students’ learning outcomes in different
areas after receiving six years of secondary education. Until
now, the new system is still undergoing adjustments such as
the merge of Papers
since 2016, and the
Chinese History starting from the academic year 2016-17.

3 and 5 of the Chinese Language subject
cancellation of the SBA component in

It came as no surprise that the hundreds of thousands of

KCEE and the HKALE
over the decades were somehow followers of the British

candidates who had gone through the H

education system, which is characterized by the matriculation
S.7) before enrollment in
develo

years (also known as S.6 and
university, as the exams were ped based on the British
models. The two exams were respectively comparable to
the General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE)
cate of Education (GCE)
Examination in England. This article will first introduce the
local HKDSE examination, then the UK Education System,
followed by a brief explanation of the two examinations.

HKDSE
— the only examination under the 3-3-4

curriculum framework

Under the new examination framework, students are required
to study four core subjects (English Language, Chinese
Mathematics and Liberal Studies), at |
electives and an optional choice of Mathematics Module 1 or
2. They are

Examination and General Certifi

Language, cast two

- all regarded as the Category A subjects.

Category B subjects are Applied Learning subjects (ApL),
They can

as a single elective. There are six areas of

which are offered by certain course providers.
also be counted a
studies, including

eMedia and
Communication

oCreative Studies eServices

eFngineering and
Production

eBusiness,
Management and
Law

e Applied Science

The duration of
extending over two school years in Secondary 5 and 6. The

each ApL course is 180 contact hours,

highest level to be awarded for an ApL subject is a Level 4.

Category C subjects are language subjects other than
Chinese and English. A total

available (French, German,

of six languages are currently
Hindi,
and Urdu) and are assessed with exactly the same sets of
question papers of the GCE AS-tevel exam in the UKL In the
2015 HKDSE exani, 316 out of 74,131 candidates (0.4% of

all candidates) took Category C subjects.

Japanese, Spanish

Every year the written examination
for Category A subjects starts in late
March or early April and ends usually
within a month. Candidates will take
their Chinese and English speaking
exams before and after the written
candidates
school-based

exams respectively. School
are also required to have
assessments (SBA) during Secondary
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an important role in deciding one’s overall grade.

Fducation in the Ul

The education curriculum is organised into blocks of years

5 and 6 for certain subjects, which play

and each block is known as a key stage. There are altogether
five key stages, similar to that of Hong Kong. Students have
to take the GCSE after attending Year 11 and GCE A-levels
after attending Year 13 or embarking on alternatives such as
International Baccalaureate (1B), BTEC or the Cambridge

Pre-U.

As stipulated by the Education and Skills Act 2008, all
children in the UK must receive education starting from the
age of 5
can choose to attend state-funded schools or independent

, and may choose to exit when they reach 17. They

schools, which can be described as the Hong Kong version
government/aided schools and private/DSS schodls
Moreover, there are sixth form colleges which offer A-level
curriculum and prepare students for their GCE A-level
exams.



— an @%m@a@z%&mﬁ@m for Year 11 students
Students following

the GCSE curriculum will have lessons
on elective subjects since the commencement of Year 10
{@eco nd m‘y 4) Lessons on compulsory subjects - BEnglish,
Mathemat

begm ea ‘hcz as the courses

s and Science (single, double or triple), however,
and bylkabi are long and they
could not normally be finished within two years. Students

take the GCSE at the end of Year 11.

and GCSE share in
common are ICT, Accounting (BA "J} Business Studies
(BAFS), Additional Mathematics (M1/M2), Statistics (M1),
History, Economics and more. On the other hand, there

are some unique subjects in GCSE, such

Blective subjects that the HKDS

as Law, Dance,
Geology, Journalism and Psychology, which the HKDSE
does not offer.

While the HKDSE is
by the HKEAA, one interesting point

solely administered

about the GCSE is that the exam is
provided by five different examination
boards, namely Edexcel, OCR, AQA,
WIEC and CCEA. These agencies
are all regulated by 1

he government
and students can choose which board

: \{ to enroll with on a subject-to-subject
A S— = basis. One should however note that

the syllabi and specifications prepared by each board might
sometimes be slightly different, and such a disparity is even
allowed for to cope with diverse teaching and learning needs
provided that the appropriate amount of stipulated curriculum
is covered and the assessment is valid and is sutficiently
challenging, says the regulatory body Ofqual.

the GCSE. The
qualification is recognized by many institutions worldwide,

The IGCSE 1s the international version of

and is also an mternational alternative to other exams of the
IKCEE and Singapore O-levels. The
IGCSE examination is currently available from the HKEAA.

same level, including the F

The following table is a comparison between HKCEE 2007
language subjects and the British GCSE:

HKCEE levels 5* 5 4 3

GCSE levels A* A B C

(Extracted from the HKEAA website)

GCE A-levels

After passing the GCSE, students in England, Wales and
Northern Ireland have to study for two more years before
progressing to the next examination - the GCE A-level
exam. Same as the HKDSE or the HKALE, it is a school
leaving qualification. GCE A-level subjects are split into two
parts, with one part studied and assessed in each academic
year, namely the Advanced Subsidiary (AS) Level or Al
Level, and A2 level. The A2 level is richer in depth and
more academically rigorous than the Al level. Similar to
the GCSE, it has an international version — the International
Advanced Level (JAL), which is available worldwide with

i

examination seasons carried out both in tanuary and June (the
UK GCE A-level has its annual examination season only
in June), and is also available in Hong Kong through the
HKEAA.

The GCE A-level
and at the same time more challenging than the HKDSE.
the AS level

exam is identical to the former HIKALE,
Let’s take Mathematics C1 and C2, which are

compulsory parts, from the GCE A-level /1AL syllabus as an

example:

Contents of Mathematics C1 .| Contents of Mathematics C2

Algebraic expressions Functions

Quadratic equations Sine and cosine law

Inequalities Exponential and logarithms (1)

Sketching curves Equation of circles

Equation of straight lines The Binomial Expansion (1)

Arithmetic sequences Radian measure and Trigonometry

Differentiation (1) (Geometric sequences

Integration (1) Differentiation (11)

Integration (1)

(Extracted from GCE Mathematics specification)

As shown in the table, the topics are very similar to those
in the DSE Mathematics (Compulsory and Extended)
curriculum, although -

there might be ‘
additional topics which
are not assessed in
HKDSE.

When
Mathematics C1l and

taking the

C2 exams, a formula

boolk with all applicable

Cosine rale

mathematical formulas

Pt e 2he o 4

will be provided.

(Extracted from Edexcel IAS/IAL formula book)
However, in the HKDSE, formulas are not provided and
students are required to memorize and understand them
before sitting for the examination. The GCE A-level is also
managed by several examination boards as in the case of
GCSE, so schools
one board.

UCAS Tariffs in HKDSE vs IAL/GCE

The following table illustrates the comparability of
different grades in HKDSE and in GCE A-level against the
tariff points composed by the Universities and Colleges
Admissions Service (UCAS) in the UK, with the exception
of Mathematics.

s and students can choose enroll with any

HKDSE Level UCAS Tariff Points | “GCE A-level
(except Mathematics) since 2017 Grade
o 56 AF
5 52
5 48 A
40 B
4 32 C
24 D
3 16 E




GCE A-level curriculum, as
mentioned above, it is a single curriculum which combines
he HKDSE
Mathematics subject. There'i’oré, in order to form a
UCAS Tariff points for HKDSE are

the sum of the points of the compulsory part and extended

As for Mathematics in the
the compulsory and extended modules of 1

comparison, the final

part. Level | Compulsory (Tariff) | Extended (Tariff)
5 28 28
5 26 26
5 24 24
4 16 16
3 8 i

4 7

So what does
Some might think the

pas)

it mean for us?
HKDSE is still fresh but the authority
ance its credib

has sought to enha bility and reliability with

different means to ensure it is i line with international

standards. The grass is always greener on the other side,
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One day | found
Walking closer, | saw the words printed on its cover
Education Examination English Language 2015°,

What would actually come to yvour mind if vou saw this book? Feeling anxious? Thinking
to yourself you still haven’t had revision for your examination? Calm down... don't get too

nervous and don’t fidget over your last-minute revision.

An overview of the 2015 HKDSE English
Languag@ past paper

The book is divided into four sections. The first section is a brief
introduction of the HKDSE English Language Examination, which
covers the assessment objectives, the time limit of each of the four
sub-papers and the logistics. There is also a discussion on the

SBA component.

You can then scan through about a hundred pages and you will
find all the questions in the reading, writing, listening and integrated
skills and speaking papers. You will probably realize that the
part on reading was more challenging than the one in 2014 as
there were more short questions yet the exam duration remained

unchanged.

After the many pages of the question papers, you will then find the
marking schemes and the tape scripts for the listening paper. Iif you
haven’t done the questions, you should skip the marking schemes.
You continue fo flip the book, on page 165, there is a heading that
“Candidates’ Performance”.

reads The English teachers usually

refer to it as the markers’ report, where you got the statistics

illustrating candidates’ performances, markers' suggestions and

commaon erors.

The bell rang; it was time for my English lesson. | put the book
back on the table where | had found it and left the library. Only at

this point | started to worry about my school work and my grades.

Where can we find past papers?
As mentioned, we can borrow past papers from the school library,
which has a wide collection of past papers of the repealed HKCEE

~'@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ DOOCPPPOOPOPDOPPOPOPOOOO &

an Ad-size book with a blue and white cover lying on a table in the library.
- ‘Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary

Some of us hold the stereotype that British examinations are
easier than the HKDSE and there is a “second-chance” even
when failing the GCSE examination. Yet, all examinations
e is always stress and pressure

are tough and difficult, and there

from school work. The only way to solve the problem is to

2
prepare well and face the challenges ahead of us.

Teacher’s Corner
— Suggestions from our career guidance teacher Ms. Ng

Sometimes students ask me whether they should study
overseas and the best timing of leaving for another country.
There are many benefits to studying overseas, like taking
in a new culture, honing your language skills and having
more career opportunities. However, before you make this
decision (probably one of the most important decisions in
your

country and its education system and consider whether the

life), gather as much information as you can about this

system would work well for you. And of course, our door
is always open. You can approach any one of the career
guidance teachers and we are more than happy to assist you.

=
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and HKALE exams,

However, the loan period for past papers is only three days or you

and of the current HKDSE examination.

would be fined $0.5 per day for each overdue item.

Past papers are also available in major bookstores and the HKEAA
office. One thing unusual is that the more current past papers (i.e.
2015 and 2016 HKDSE) cost slightly more than those in the early
vears. The 2015 English Language and Chinese Language question
booklets, for example, cost $81 each, while the Liberal Studies
question booklet is sold at $60, probably because it is thinner and

contains fewer sections than that of the language subjects.

in the Central Reference Library of the Hong Kong Central Library,
you can have access to ample reference materials for public
examinations. Past papers are also available in other libraries,

and you may visit the official website of the Hong Kong Public

Libraries to search [,

n Examination. Evonomics.

the catalogue and i
see where you can
get a copy. As you
may be aware,
they are always in
high demand and it
is not easy to get
one. Don’t forget to
borrow the disc so
that you can listen

o the listening

tasks.

(Extracted fiom Hong Kong Public Libraries webpage)



If vou prefer the electronic version of past papers, you can
download them from the Internet. We can find sample and practice
papers of the DSE exam on the official site of the HKEAA and they
are free of charge! Sample scripts of each level and candidates’
performance in different vears have also been uploaded and they
are supplemented with detailed feedback and explanation from

markers and examiners.

Advantages of doing past papers

1. Staving updatad with exam trends and study skills

Have you ever had the feeling of being lost and confused even
afier a whole day of revision? No worries, doing past papers
helps calm your nerves. Questions in internal exams and public
exams may sometimes share similarities as such practice provides
teachers with data io judge whether we master the topics well or
not. We are at the same time keeping a close eye on the latest
format in the public exam. Even if some topics are always on the
menu, they may be presented in different manners and we must
equip ourselves with corresponding skills and strategies to answer
the questions. Past paper questions usually integrate several topics
we have learnt and they are a good iool to test whether we are

familiar with the wide scope of the syllabus.

2. Understanding the answering technigues

Many of us may still have doubts about the Liberal Studies
examination. This exam consists of two papers, which respectively
contains data-based guestions and exiended-response questions.
What we may find tricky is that each type of question has its unigue
presentation structure. Let's say, when we work on quesiions
related to conflicts among stakeholders on an issue, we should first
identify the stakeholders and pair them up. We can then construct
points and arguments to be analysed in our essay. Only using the

right structure and format can help us score a good mark.

Moreover, there are signal words and expressions in exam
questions. Each term and phrase stipulates the widih and depth of
the points we have to develop. By referring to the marking scheme,
we may discover how we can answer those questions effectively.
Only by achieving a match between the wording and points can we
stay on track for the question requirements so we should study the

wording with care and attention.

3. Brushing up what you've revised

You finished vour revision a while ago and your memory starts
to fade in your mind. You would like to do some exercises but
you didn't buy those reference books. Yet, don't be devastated.
Doing past papers, especially those sorted in topics, we can have
sufficient practice before examinations and consolidatie what we
have actually learnt. We can do the easy questions to refresh our
memory and complete the challenging ones to see whether we are

familiar with a particular section.

4. Getting rid of common mistakes in exams

The past paper booklets include several pages of the examiners’
report, in which the common mistakes found among candidates of
that particular year are highlighted. They serve as hints that remind
us of the testing points and weaknesses that we may possible
have. For example, a lot of candidates of 2015 HKDSE English

L.anguage misinterpreted several words that led them to answer

the question wrongly, and the markers reminded us to read the

questions carefully before putting down the answer. There are also
recommendations that give us insights into what we can do to

achieve better results. Here is an extract of the recommendations.

Extracts of recommendations from the 2018
DsE markers of English Language

Paper 1 - Reading

-Perfect spelling and grammatical accuracy were not required in the longer
open-ended questions.

-Marks were rewarded if the message was clear,
-Candidates should not copy excessively from the texts.
-Candidates should interpreting the overall stance or message.

-Candidates should look for hints by referring to features such as sub-
headings, introductory sentences, cohesive devices, pronoun referencing
and synonyms; all these help confirm whether an answer is logical.

FPaper 2 - Writing

-Study the questions with care: Candidates are unable to score weli on
content if their answer contains unwanted information or if some key points
are missing.

-Plan well before attempting the question and give each part of the answer
an appropriate weight,

-Always leave some time to proofread and edit the work as this has a
positive impact on candidates’ overall score,

-Candidates are recommended to check and use correct grammar, precise
vocabulary and have a correct structure.

Paper 3 ~ Listening and Integrated Skills

-Candidates should make good use of the preparalion time fo familiarise
themselves with the tasks: this allows prediction of the likely development
of a text, and the vocabulary that will appear in the recording.

-For the long tasks, candidates should not quote information directly from
the Data File. Paraphrasing and summarizing of the data are expected.

-But do not summarize too generally or forget to make links between the
summarized information and the topic.

o

aper 4 - Speaking

-Candidates should show genuine interest in and understanding of what is
being said

-Candidates should ask for clarification if a point made is not clear

-Candidates are encouraged to read and listen fo a wide range of subject
areas, and to practise conversing in English in everyday lives.

Take Home Message

Through studying the extracts of the markers’ report, you can surely
find out some common errors made by candidates over the years
and avoid repeating the same mistakes. Whenever you encounter
difficulties, look for advice and ways {o attain improvements. Always
do enough preparation and be confident about the possibility of

excellent achievement!



Have you ever wondered how ro use your summer holiday? You

can achieve a good work-life balance and broaden your horizons by

doing something a licde different from what vou are doing during
g g 3 g g

school months.

Doing extra-curricular activiries can give you a diverse learning
experience and nurture atwributes an all-rounder should possess.
Take canoeing as an example. You can choose to canoc alone or with
another person. Doing it alone can train your perseverance, simply
because you cannet stop paddling in the middle of the water when
vour muscles become fatigue and you have no choice but to finish
the whole journey. Canocing with a parter, you can improve your

cooperation skills and teamwork.

To have more mental exercise, chess is definitely a good choice.
Here is a type of special chess T highly recommend. Abalone is an
award winning two-player straregy board game designed in 1987.
Players are represented by marbles of opposing colors siruated on
a hexagonal patterned board with the objective ro push six of the

opponent's marbles off the edge of the board. You can try it outr with

i

vour siblings or buddi

Aesthetic development plays an imporrant role in helping reenagers
to achieve whole-person development. If you have never learnt a
musical instrument, you can definitely start learning one. Playing
the piano for example can help cognitive development and hand-eye
coordination. Numerous scientific studies have shown that playing
musical instruments stimulates the brain in a way that almost any
other activities cannot. Neurological pathways are connected while
playing rhe piano and they can then be urilized in other aspects of
learning, such as mathemartics, science and engineering. Moreover,
playing the piano requires a cerrain amount of dedication. For
most people it will rake a significant amount of work to become an

can instill

accomplished pianist. Regular pracrice sessions cach day
discipline in an individual, and this kind of discipline can be applied
to many ocher areas of life. If you are artistic, you can also try
different forms of are, like graffici. This prevailing but controversial
art form has been a trend in Hong Kong. You can train your ability

to express your gC’HUiI]C emotions or diSCOHl’CﬂC ((3\\'&I'C{S SOCi’Jl issues

by depicting them on a wall.

Compiling all the activities in the Student Learning Profile can be a

daunrting task if students do not plan for it. T suggest that you should
g 28 ]
do some extra-curricular activities in your summer holiday, especially

if you are an 5.4 or S.5 student. Other Learning Experiences is
categorized into five areas, namely moral and civie education,
community service, carcer-related experience, physical development
and aesthetic development. For those of you who have already found
your interest and/or decided which field your future carcer will be in,
they may start paving your way. You may attend talks or do activities

to explore or deepen your interests. Like if you are a veteran in music

or want to make ir your career, you can do orchestras, ensembles,

performances or music workshops as music-related activities.

You may also consider participating in or organizing community
£ g 2

service. For example, visiting clderly homes can help students

s, such as

gain carcer-related experience and learn moral value

taking up responsibilities, respecring life and having commiument
g g I

and empathy. Other activities for moral and civic education and

community service can include otcher voluntary services.

For physical development, you can choose to participate in fitness
programmes and health-related activities, so as to reinforce your
awareness on managing your health through balanced dier and

regular exercise.

To get more carcer-related experience, a summer internship
programme will be ideal for you. Through working in the real
workplace of your desired carcer, you can examine and assess your
capability in that carcer. ‘Being able ro talk with people working in
the industry I'm studying ro work in is priceless,” says Jared Smith,
a 24-year-old junior at Shasta College, beginning his second web
development internship for Redding Electric Utility in California,
USA. ‘T was able to spend the day in the control room at the
power station, which was amazing for me. 1 was also able to sece
the data that is going to be important to me in my career. I learned
abour things I'll never find in the classroom. Now I can focus on

. . .
ge I'll need in tomorrow's

o

my studies and strive for the knowled
workforce.” Internship experience will definicely help you in your
furure carcer because employers are usually more likely to hire

employees with related experience.

Last but nort least, summer holiday is for you to relax. Stepping away
from the hectic concrete jungle maybe good tor you. How you been
to a place known as ‘Mirror of The Sky” with a spectacular lookour
view? Lung Kwu Tan and Pak MNai, located west of Castle Peak, are
the best places to warch the sunser in Hong Kong. They are far away
from the ciry. You need to take the MTR and exit at Tuen Mun
Station then take bus no. K52 ar Tuen Mun Town Cenrter to get
there. Lung Kwu Tan is a historical place. The well-known Emperor’s
Cave is locared behind Lung Kwu Tan Village. It is said that
Emperor Gong of the Southern Song Dynasty escaped to the south

and hid in this cave when he fled from the invading Mongolians.

On the other side of Lantau Island, the Wisdom Parth is also a
good place for hiking. Wisdom Path traces a series of 38 wooden
steles (upright monuments) conrtaining verses from the centuries-
old Heart Sutra — one of the world’s best-known prayers revered
by Confucians, Buddhists and Taoists alike. These steles display the
Chinese version of the prayer, based on the calligraphy of famous
contemporary scholar Professor Jao Tsung-I, and are arranged in a

way that resembles the sign of infinity.

All in all, the above suggestions can help you prepare for your
future career while staying relaxed. Rather than spending the whole
summer holiday on playing electronic games, using your time in

those meaningful ways is indeed a much wiser choice, isnt it?




Liberal Studies Teacher:
My, Mal Kovo Man

By 3B Cheung Jit Hei
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Whar is your firse impression of Kings College:

King’s College is a rraditional secondary
23 ¢ 3

school with a long history. It has a lot

of famous alumni with remarkable

achievements in different fields in which they have devoted almost

their whole lives to to foster the de

clopment of Hong Kong. 1 can
& &
see many Kingsians, who are in high gear in pursuit of excellence,

will probably be successful in the furure against all odds, since hard

work always pays off eventually, but not in the short run!
Whar do you think abour Kingsiais?

They are very active in speaking to reachers. Although reachers and
students are rwo distinctive groups of people pre-determined by the
system of hierarchy, there exists little communication barrier between

them due to their high level of confidence in speaking, leading to the

lack of shyness in front of any teacher and student regardless of their age.

What is your favourite class? Why do you like the class?
3C is my favourite class. When I first entered their classroom, 1
was a little bit shocked by the naughty students at firse. Not until
a few months afeer did 1 start to ger used to them and found a way
to get along with them. For example, in this year’s Christmas party,
I started to understand them and know how to communicate with
them while tapping on tcheir interests, thereby gradually building
up a closer relationship berween them. At first glance, 1 saw a very
active class, which might sometimes be a licde bir naughty. Looking
deeper into the cozy 3C family, T can see a group of students with
great potentials in going after their dreams, who only nced a spark
to ignite their motivation towards learning and exploring their own
portentials to achieve great goals.

Hauwve your faced any diffr

culties working in Kings College?

Yes, of course. I was a teacher in another school for quite some time,

which has an entirely different culture. When T first came here, 1

had to find the best, most suitable and effective way of conveying
obstacle
College

was totally new to me but now I think I have adapted to how things

my ideas to the students. So, of course, this is the biggest
I had to overcome during the past several months. King's

work in the school.

Querall spealking,

&2

do you litee King’s College?

Yes, of course! And I'm looking forward to the many more years to
come.

Teacher Librarian: Mr. Mak Wai Leung

By 5A Sunny Hung Wan

What is your first impression of Kings College?

King's Colleac in my opinion, a rather special school. It is a
g g

famous traditional school with a long history.

Apart from this, 1 respect King’s College as a

school with a reasonable degree of freedom.
The number of school regulations is fewer
than I expected. Don’t get me wrong, 1
think freedom is beneficial to students as it
is an irreplaceable value in any schools. My
colleagues were very nice and kind to me
when T first started working here. They all
treat me well and T enjoy charting with them.

What is your first impiression of the stutdents?

‘Self-discipline’ is the word I would use
to describe Kingsians. FHonestly, I have
never expected boys ro have this much self-
discipline. T thought this has to do with the

learning environment of the school. The

students respect the teachers and would never challenge the teachers
in a rude manner. Students on the whole are well-mannered and

simart.

clhiool?
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Whar are the crences berweert ot school and your forimer s

Apart from the fact that the boys here

performance, another obvious difference is there is no female
students here. I consider working in King’s College a slightly casier
job as all the students here are boys. In my previous school, it could
sometimes be quite inconvenient when it came to interacting with
girls as a male teacher. I occasionally needed help from the other
female reachers. 1 ger along quite well with the boys here, especially
with the student librarians.

If you were to leave the school next year, whar would you miss the mosi?
I think T would miss the school campus the most. After all, King’s

College is one of the historic monuments in Hong Kong. It has

special archirectural designs that give an air of the ancient past. It is

so different from other secondary schools.
Did you encounter any difficulries during the past eight moinths?
. 'y e £ £
It took me some time to adapt to working here. Afrer all it was a
system is also different

new work environment for me. The work

from that of my former school. And I need to plan new acrtivities for
students.

Do yorr have anything to share with our Kingsians?

Admirtedly studying is one of the essential parts of school life, yet

students should not overlook their health. Another thing is thar,
learning to enjoy schoal life is importane. If they don', it is unlikely
that they will excel in their studies. Having good friends is also

equally important. Real friends offer help during struggles. The

friends you made here is your life-long friends. You would conrtinue
to hang out with them even after you graduated. You might even
attend ecach other’s wedding years down the road.

What do you enjoy doing during your spare tine?

Doing spores and exercise is my favorite hobby. T enjoy working our
in the gym, jogging and playing football. As you know, exercise is
an important element in a healthy lifestyle. Kingsians should do the

same in order to keep ft.

Liberal Stadies Teacher: Ms. Leung Lee Ngar
By 5A Chung Pui Hong

Whar does King’s College mean to you?
I have never worked in a boys’ school before. Teaching in a boys’

school is quite a special experience. The boys here are cnergetic
and intelligent. They are not afraid to voice their opinions and
they can be quite competitive in terms of academic performance
and competitions. Another thing is, the school provides so many
activities for the students. There are usually muldple programmes
going on during lunch time or after school. The environment of the
school has been kind and positive for me thar I was able o adapt

quickly to it.

I3z what ways is King’s College differenr from other schools?
The students whom 1 taught in the past were quite passive in the
ways they carried themselves, but King’s College students are very
smart and active. They are resourceful and gaprable and can reason

quite well. . 7

What was your inost unforgetrable experience is
Kingks College?
My first day of teaching was the mos
unforgettable experience for me. I felt quit
worried when T saw that the whole class
was filled with only boys and no girls. T was
thinking whether the boys would behave
well without the obedient girls. The boys are;
used to it and they are fine with it. Another
unique experience for me is teaching non
Chinese-speaking students Liberal Studies
It is no easy task. These students are using
English to learn Liberal Studies. They hav
to acquire subject knowledge and overcome,

many cultural differences.



A reflection on my 3-day school exchange
By 54 Sunny Hing Wan

Stepping into Tsuen Wan Government Secondary School (TWGSS),
I was impressed by an elegant piano melody coming from the
covered playground. This was new to me as | seldom hear students
playing instrument in the covered playground in King's College.
At that moment | realized that some students in TWGSS are quite
artistic and talented, and they enjoy playing music outside their
music classroom.

During my 3-day exchange visit, I was lucky enough to have a
taste of the different school activities there, including normal
classes, after-school events and an inter-house drama competition,
Although you might think that these activities are quite ordinary
and they are not different from what we have in King's College, |
really enjoyed them.

The students at the school had good learning attitudes and were
well-behaved during lessons. They took tidy notes, listened to
the teachers intently and participated in classroom activities
enthusiastically. My buddies and | spent most of our time
experiencing this positive learning atmosphere and we even had a
few fantastic group discussions during lessons.

There was a wide range of classes in TWGSS. Besides having normal
classroom lessons, students there also have dance lessons. It was
my first time being in a dance class. [ was not confident in dancing
at all. Luckily, my buddies took great care of me and taught me a
few techniques. It was really an unforgettable experience for me to
have a chance to learn some new dance moves.

TWGSS also focuses on students’ aesthetic development. The
school organizes an inter-house drama competition every year to
promote students’™ creativity in performing arts. Striking for their
best, students spent weeks to prepare for their drama productions.
b was thrilled to join the show as an audience. | really enjoyed
watching the performances with interesting storylines, stage sets
and costumes. It was such a fun time. Everybody seemed to enjoy
the show and rounds of applause filled the school hall.

I think a drama competition is a good way for students to
experiment new ideas and to brush up their skills. It is also a great
way to build students’ sense of belonging towards the school.

Time flied. Three days passed by with a blink of an eye. Even
though it was only a short period of time, it was for sure one of
the most precious memories | have so far. | was lucky to be chosen
to go to this school and to have a kind buddy who offered me a
helping hand whenever | needed help. | would like to thank the
teachers for giving me this learning opportunity.

Korean wave floods the Hong Kong music scene
By 54 Howell Hui Chin Ho

Visual media is not simply an entertaining medium packed with
captivating movies and songs, it also from time to time alters our
beauty judgments and personal preferences and thus exerts great
influence on us in the long run. It may sound like a conspiracy
theory though, there is, however, only one simple underlying
principle — immersing our daily lives in a foreign culture.

Take Korean culture as an example, charismatic Korean stars
performing on stage with synchronized dance moves, which
always steal the media limelight bearing testimony to the popular
trend of K-Pop. In fact, the introduction of Korean culture to this
city can be traced back to the time when the airing of the top-
rated Korean drama Dae Jang Geurn on TVB and its culture left a
good mark in our minds since then, encouraging us to learn more
about it in the form of visual media and thus results in our ever-
rising degree of acceptance towards Korean culture.

In recent years, of all the major means of exposing ourselves to
the Korean culture, K-Pop has been exerting the greatest impact on
shaping our perception of beauty. Showcasing their alluring bodies
and outstanding appearance, K-pop stars are certainly the key
figures in the world fashion trend since their level of sex appeal is
head and shoulders above other Western stars from the perspective

of Hong Kong teenagers, who thus tended to integrate Hallyu,
which means the most-updated Korean trend, into themselves.

A good testament is that youngsters like to mimic the hairstyles
and clothing styles of Korean celebrities. For example, the cosmetic
products imported from Korea are big hits among Hong Kong
teenagers when they are placed on the shelves at prominent
positions in the big brand named cosmetic shops.

Also, famous for leading competitiveness of the plastic surgery
industry in the world, Korea has somehow become an important
place of pilgrimage among numerous Hongkongers just to seek
an opportunity to reshape their faces to a similar version of
those of adorable Korean stars. They desire the chiseled figure of
the idealistic characters in the Korean drama series, and would
therefore like to transform themselves into those good-looking
characters. Taking these into consideration, obviously Hallyu has
promoted idolism, which in turn encourages teenagers to copy the
outfit of their idols.

There are several reasons why
K-Pop is so appealing to us. Even
though most of us could not




its varted music styles make Karean music a
dng various music genres, including
ballad, techno, rock, and even the traditional Korean music, K-pop
music can be easily accepted by different races or generations

of people. The integration of Western and Korean music helps
create diversified song genres as well, and K-Pop hence eventually
evolved into a unique style of music. Combining multiple music

elements together, mood-lifti ing beats and spellbinding composition
of K-pop create a distinctive impression to international audiences,
catching their attention and stealing the hearts of countless die-
hard fans. You must have heard of one of these title tracks, such
as Wonder Girls’ *Nobody’, Super Juniors’ ‘Sorry Sorry” and Psy’s
‘Gangnam Style’

understand the lyrics, |
must-have or playlists. Inter-mix

Thanks to the p‘omoi"on and support from the Korean
government, K-pop hass read its influence to other aspects. It
has become a profita industry to attract tourists, including
those in Hong Kong. Common advertising campaigns include
holding local concerts by K-Pop companies and encouraging K-Fop
corpO”at'ons to write promotional Songs such as the one sung by
Girls” Generation and Super Juniors to raise international attention
of Seoul, the capital of Korea.

The impacts of Korean culture on Hong Kong can be seen from
the rising popularity of learning Korean, or Hangul in its form of
alphabets. Fanatics often learn Korean language simpi\/ because of
their earnest desire to understand their beloved ido

On the other hand, led by the lifestyle shown in Hallyu, the
love of Korean cuisine is also prevalent. Also known as Hansik, a
wide range of Korean food is offered here in Hong Kong. A case
m point would be fried chicken with beer, the featured food of
My Love from the Star’s main characters, is a must-eat-cuisine in
parties. Other cuisines such as Kimchi and Korean-style barbecue
are also frequently requested by food lovers. Apart from music and
fashion, we can see that K-pop can certainly affect other parts of
ur daily life.

The Korean culture is increasingly recognized. Music and dances
fash 'on and trends, all help spread K-pop to Hong Kong. It
inspirational to think about the reason behind the huge success OI‘
K-pop. Hav ing a unque style by merging different rewds is like
learning something new from others. If we can apply this principle
to ourselves, I am sure we can benefit a lot — not just re wrgo ai ing
the Hong Kong entertainment industry, but also achieving more
diversified culture in the city without cultural discrimination.

LOOPOOP D OO IR Le @ OOOO@“ LR R CRROROR IO OICICIORCHCIOIICEORCES e

Popular music can play a dominant
role in students’ lives. What is
your perception of popular music?
Complicated chords and powerful
electronics? Or exceptional guitar
solos? Have you ever imagined what
music would be like if there were no
instruments but only human voices?
Well, that is a cappellal

A cappella music refers to solo or group singing without
instrumental accompaniment. In a group performance, different
singers are responsible for different voices. There are mainly four
parts in a cappella music: lead vocal, harmony, bass and vocal
percussion. As its name suggests, lead vocal gives the melody of
the piece of music just like what an ordinary pop song singer does.
Harmony parts are the background tunes of the music, which are
in harmonious intervals with the lead vocal. In other words, they
are responsible for stacking up a richer texture of the music. The
irregular rhythm and humming on occasions are what make them
distinguishable from the lead part. Basses give a greater depth
to the choral. The octave-low tonics support the lead voice to
generate a more pleasant and catchy melody. Vocal percussion,
or so-called beat-box, is the most distinctive feature in a cappella
music. Vocal percussion emulates the sound created by a drumset
to create rhythmic beats. It backs up as a ‘metronome’ for the
rmusic. Cool drumming effects could be made with singers” vocal
cords, mouth and sometimes other body parts. How amazing it
ist In fact, no parts could be omitted since each part is of equal
importance. Music texture would be greatly diminished if one of
the four parts is missing.

The history of a cappella could be traced back to the 15th Century,
when Christian musicians arranged a number of a cappella songs
to worship and praise God. They believed that the human voice
was the holiest and purest tool among various musical instruments.

By 54 Ed@m 5’00;2 Cheuk Hei

Back then, a cappella emphasized polyphonic structure. Each singer
sang individual rhythms and melodies to form an overall shape of
the music. Music develops as time progresses, so does a cappella.
Different styles of music cou Id be performed using a cappella and
the texture is no longer limited to polyphony.

A cappella in modern music has developed and evolved for
decades. Barbershop. one of several uniquely American art
forms, is a sub-branch of a cappella music. One characteristic of
barbershop is that no vocal percussion is included. The style was
nitially popular among young African Americans. In 1938, the
first formal men's barbershop band — the Barbershop Harmony
Society was formed in America Today the BHS has over 22,000
members across the United States, and the barbershop style has
spread around the world with bands in many other countries. The
BHS has formulated a highly-organized competition structure for a
cappella quartets and choruses singing in the barbershop style.

Speaking of pop music in a cappella form, Pentatonix and Home
Free are the top notch professional a cappella groups in the United
States. They add vocal percussion or beatboxing to create a rock
sound. In Hong Kong, most a cappella groups are of an amateur
nature where singers do it as a hobby rather than a job, but their
productions are of high quality. Both Cantopop and English pop
songs would be performed by local groups. SENZA A Cappella,
Metro Vocal Group and A Sharp Singers are some of the well-
known a cappella groups in Hong Kong.

A cappella introduces to us another way of enjoying music. A basic
understanding of music principles would be desirable. But even if .
you are a complete beginner, don’t worry, there is not anything
that can deter you from enjoying an a cappella performance. The
amazing harmony and arrangement make you want to listen to
thern over and over again. It is definitely a satisfying audio and
sensational experience for you. Next time when you are listening
to a pop song with your earphones on the Internet, try searching
for the a cappella cover of it and you will have another feeling
about the music.
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