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From various sources including the King's College
School Magazine, the Fig Tree, the King's College
Harmonica Band (KCHB) was formed in 1951 by
a number of enthusiastic students under the
guidance of their Principal, Mr. Leung Fung Ki.
At that time, Mr. Leung Yat Chiu was invited as
the Band's instructor and conductor.

At the early age of KCHB, the students did not
own their harmonicas. King's College bought a
number of harmonicas for passing to each student
during each practice. KCHB was using tremolo
harmonica of the "VOCO" brand. In order to
enrich the music, KCHB not only introduced the
baritone harmonica, but also played two
harmonijcas at the same time, one tuned to C and
the other to C#, in order to cope with complex
melodies. KCHB carried out her regular weekly
practice after school on every Friday. Sometimes,
when needs arose, the student arranged practice
sessions before school in the moming.

KCHB actively performed in various occasions,
such as the Speech Day, Open Day, school
assembly, after - school concert, etc. KCHB also
participated in the Hong Kong Schools Music
Festival at various categories: namely, solo, duet,
ensemble and band competition. KCHB had not
only scored very good results, but also won her
first band champion in 1957.

KCHB always maintains in the size of around 30
to 40 members . New recruits were trained every
year to replace those who graduated. There
might be some difficult years when the size of the
Band was small. With the effort and will of the
students, KCHB managed to regain her growth
in the following years.

KCHB entered her second stage of growth in the
60's, when the Band was instructed and conducted
by Mr. Fung On. The Band had undergone a lot
of evolutions. For example, KCHB changed to
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use chromatic harmonica as the major musical
instrument. KCHB restructured herself to resemble
the organization of a philharmonic orchestra,
In order to strengthen the bass section of the band,
KCHB borrowed a double bass from Chinese
YMCA Harmonica Orchestra for playing in the
‘Music Festival.

The changes brought glory to the Band as KCHB
won the first place in the Schools Music Festival
harmonica band competition in 1964 with Is
Bach's "Air On the G String” and in 1967 with
Mozart's "Minuet" of the "Jupiter Symphony".
Especially, KCHB scored 94 points in 1967 with an
adjudicator's comment of a very fine musical
interpretation, tone color and well-organized parts.
As skills and confidence were built up, KCHB
organized for all the fellow students a full

harmonica concert in January 1968 for the first
time.

Hui Yau Fong became conductor during mid
70's. KCHB kept on strengthening during her
development. A number of top harmonica
players, who are very active and famous
nowadays, joined the Band and started their
musical journey. The weekly practice sessions
were changed to every Saturday afternoon. This
provided more practice time and a quieter
environment.

Between 1981 and 1985, KCHB entered the most
significant stage in her development under the
leadership of Ho Pak Cheong, Chan Kai Wah, Chan
Shu Keung, Mok Chi Chiu and Lau Chun Bong.
In 1981, she regained the championship in the
harmonica band competition of the Hong Kong
Schools Music Festival by playing "Tritsch Tratsch
Polka". In addition, as a result of the ensemble
team winning in Hong Kong School Music Festival
for consecutive years, KCHB owned the Shirley
Shield permanently. In 1986, King's College Old

Boys' Association Harmonica Chamber Orchestra
was formed and had public performance in the
City Hall. This resulted in a close relationship
being built between old and new. Five alumni,
Ho Pak Cheong, Chan Shu Keung, Lau Chun
Bong, Poon Chung Keung and Kuan Man Hou
formed the world famous King's Harmonica
Quintet (KHQ) in 1987. They played string
quartets using five harmonicas that is a new form
of harmonica ensemble.

In the late 80's, due to many different reasons,
the size of the band decreased suddenly to about
10. Under the support of our old boys, KCHB
reformed.  New teaching materials were
introduced and the band practice stopped.
Members focused on improving their techniques
and enrolling new members. Band practice
resumed quickly after one year. Ho Pak Cheong
and Kuan Man Hou became conductors. After
three years of practice, in 1990, KCHB took part
again in the harmonica band competition of
Hong Kong Schools Music Festival playing
Schubert's Symphony No.5. She took everybody
by surprise in winning the champion with 90
marks,

Into the 90's, with zealous endeavors, Kuan Man
Hou nurtured pools of new blood and pushed
KCHB towards another pinnacle previously
unmatched in its history, witnessing the snatching
of the champion titles five times in a row from
1989 to 1993 in the Concert Work of Harmonica
Solo competition of the Hong Kong Schools Music
Festival. Furthermore, our member won the
Radio Commercial Prize, the most honourable
prize in the festival. In 1991, under the leadership
of the chairman Fung Sui Tsan, KCHB organized
its first public concert, the 40th Anniversary
Concert, at Shouson Theatre, Hong Kong Arts
Centre. The success of the concert and the




subsequent critical acclaim generated a real
"harmonica kick” among professionals and

amateurs alike.

Shortly after that, the ongoing development
of KCHB was left to the hands of Fung Sui Tsan
and Wong Wai Kim, another enthusiastic chairman
of KCHB in 1994. In 1995, KHQ participated
in the World Harmonica Festival in Japan and got
a very good result of one gold, one silver and one
bronze medal in the competition. This was the
first time they participated in the world event.
In 1996, KHQ was invited to be the guest
performer and adjudicator of the First Asia
Pacific Harmonica Festival in Taiwan. In the
same year, KCHB presented the 45th anniversary
celebration concert at Drama Theatre, Hong Kong
Academy for Performing Arts so as to promote
harmonica music to the public. Soon after that,
Kuan Man Hou returned and became the
conductor again. In 1997, KHQ reached a new
height by winning the champion in the group
category competition of the World Harmonica
Festival in Germany.

In 1998, KCHB members participated in the
Second Asia Pacific Harmonica Festival, which
was held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Awards
won included champion and first runner-up in
duet category, first runner-up in small band
category and excellence award in ensemble
category of 4 to 6 persons. In the same year, the
first School Concert of King's College was
organized. KCHB was honoured in giving the
final performance in the concert. In 1999, KCHB
was invited to be the performing guest in the 20th
Anniversary Concert of Hotung Secondary School.

In 2000, KCHB performed in the School Concert
of King's College again. In the summer, KCHB

together with students of Hotung Secondary
School joined the Third Asia Pacific Harmonica
Festival in Seoul, Korea and were awarded 2
gold medals, 3 silver medals and 2 bronze medals.
Awinner concert was subsequently staged. Such
achievement became one of the Top 10 Music
News in 2000 in the election organized by Radio
Television Hong Kong (RTHK), and it ranked
second in the number of votes. In the same year,
KHQ was honoured to be presented in the 2000

Hong Kong Arts Festival, performing several
original works written for harmonica quintet by
famous local composers. This is a pioneering act
in the harmonica community.

This year, KCHB was featured in a RTHK
television programme on young music makers.
In July, a performance in the Book Exhibition was
given. In October, alumnus Ho Wing Tai won
the champion in the open category competition
in the World Harmonica Festival 2001 in Germany,
bringing glory to Hong Kong once again. This
year is also the 50th Anniversary of KCHB.
Celebrating activities are organized, including a
concert in City Hall on 14 December 2001 and a
reunion dinner the day after. In the coming future,
we have many activities too. For example, we
will perform in the fund raising concert of
Children's Foundation of the United Nation. KHQ,
our big brothers will perform with the Hong Kong
Philharmonic Orchestra. Of course, we will
prepare for the Fourth Asia Pacific Harmonica
Festival in Japan.
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The Quest for
"bhasso continuo"

Our memoties of .
the King's College Harmonica Band
experience, 1962-69.

Prof. Chan Sai Chung
Captain (68-69)

Growing up in Hong Kong during the mass-media
age of radio and B & W-television, as te.enagers,
our principle exposure to harmonica music ra.nged
from the "way and mean" used by a few physically
disabled street-people asking for charity handqutﬁ
't an’ obligatory Sunday morning "pop-art
harmonica program hosted by a famous local
entertainer. At King's College every Saturday
during the early Sixties, a group of devoted
students gathered at the Music room as KC
Harmonica band (KCHB), literally struggling to
make some sense out of the mostly under-designed
harmonicas, with the first generation of Horner's
Chromatica as possibiy theonly exception. The;e
first gerieration instruments included the‘ always
iGut-ot-tune] phase” Octave Harmonica; the
‘separate #-key harmonicas which werea}most
ifievitably were furictionally ndsaﬁg:med w1th;the
normal key cotinter-parts; the Baritone-harmonicas
which wete only capable of producing "muted
soiind" because the manufacturers somehow
mindlessly decided-on the applicaﬁpn‘ of .the
simple physical pririciple of “increasing ﬂxe:. weight
to a vibrating metal to achieve the lowe.n.ng a'of
" frequency”, but unfortunately sacrificing the
amplitude; the Chord. Harmonica th?t‘was
probably coriceptually designed for the "Green
Giant" to blow, but definitely not for a poor 100-
poind growing youngster; and 'probably the v.\rorst
of the clirster the Bass harmonicas, each seemingly
were built out of the shell'of a Toaster whichy
with healthy lungs and good working-set
cliest uscles and sometimes shear luck; we
managed to make: the base-notes usually

30

technically in compliance with the origirial
scores, but at the time we would honestly
admit that the end-results most often had
*close resemblance to the awkward sounds
made by *heavy-truck’s flat-tires hitting some
mud-beds"; Realization of the musical

- handicéps of the harmonica ensemble, we

‘have since embarked on a course of finding
the 'combinatiori for‘a fuller ‘and more
satisfying sound, including the quest for the
basso continuo. et

At KCHB, with assistarice from the HKYMCA
~harmonica band, various optidns were

~ ingeniously attempted and some are being
. continuously deployed today. These included -

the addition of the noble string instrument,
_the Double-bass which normally takes on a
size twice that of a typical high-school
student; a museum-destined bass-accordion
{I believe the one I have personally performed
with is still in the warehouse of the YMCAHB)
which seemed to weigh at least "a ton" to the
player myself at times; and later on, some

" Bass-harmonicas, electronically enhanced
- with rhini—an‘ipliﬁers, making thunderous

"raxtiﬁ'(:ialf\reverb'e‘ryaktkions d1a:acte;:istic of a

: f'hérroerOVie echoing souknd,trayckk. Yet the
 expedition was ot fruitless. Inspired by our
~ coach, Mr. Fung On who more often was
acting in addition as our Classical music
‘spiritial leader, We"imanégéd:tb tfans‘f:o‘rrh: g

an Alir for Strings from J.S. Bach's Orchestral
Suite into a harmonica ‘ensémble showpiece
with the fundamental support of a'string bass
and won a HK School” Music Festival
Harmonica band competition after which the
judge proclaiming the performanceas being
‘musically brilliant". Personally, it was my
first unforgettable experience with the
"contrapuntal” force of the Baroque music.
The next few years, we were ambitiously
embarking on: enriching the harmonica
orchestral "colors and tories" with the addition
of Melodicas'and the Harmonica Pipes-in
soprano, tenor and bass formiats: This

. combination won us another top honior in the
.-5chool Music Festival playing the Minuet
© from Mozart's Jupiter Symphony, among
“many other orchestral arrangements. for

harmonica band. Today, Mr. Fung On is still
pushirig for new materials and designs for a
better sounding Bass Harmonica. = His
devotion to the pursuit and teaching of the -
seriousness about making harmonica music
were the major driving forces towards making
KCHB a fixture of the Hong Kong school
musical scene continuously. This spirit lives
on at today's KCHB. And so is the musicality
of the bassocontinuo. :

3
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Back to the
Chan Chi Kwong

Captain (66-68)

I began playing the harmonica when I was a primary school boy. The harmonica program
on the broadcast radio drew my interest to the rhythmic music produced by the instrument.
By self-learning, I acquired the skill of using the tongue to produce the effect of the accompanying
chords to enrich the colour of the melody. It fits well with some of the popular themes and
folk song melodies. It is a fascinating 'fun’ instrument that is fairly easy to manipulate. Of
course its over simple design restricts its development as a formal musical instrument.

Tjoined the King's College Harmonica Band in 1962. I was lucky to have Mr. Fung On coaching
the Band at the time, With the arrangement of Mr. Fung, I had the opportunity of taking part
in the YMCA Harmonica Orchestra and received formal training in the use of the chromatic
harmonica. Since thenIhad invested much of my time and effort in the practice and rehearsals
for both harmonica bands where I found a lot of interest in learning the form and operation
of an orchestra, accessing to a wide variety of musical pieces, acquiring the playing skill and
enjoying the fun of performing and practicing in a team.

King's College Harmonica Band at that time was relatively simple in composition. The
chromatic harmonica was only used for the soprano parts. For the alto parts, we were using
the 'octave' and 'baritone’ harmonicas, which were primitive in design-you have to grab two
harmonicas in one hand, the one with a half tone higher in the ‘upperdeck' - which was clumsy
to manipulate.

School harmonica band activities flourished in the 60's. Many of the more established schools
of the time had school harmonica bands. In the economy of those times, the harmonica was
the most affordable musical instrument for students. The harmonica band was in deed a very
valuable venue for practical music education in schools.

The annual School Music Festival was undoubtedly the most exciting moment for the school
harmonica bands, more so in those years because of the substantial number of participating
schools. There were some memorable occasions. In the harmonica band competition of 1964
we had a joyous moment winning the first place with J. S. Bach's Air on the G-String. In 1965
we played Mozart's 'Romance’ in Eine Kleine Nachtmusik very well and got the runners-up
for the Band. In 1967 the boys were delighted to be able to reclaim the champion with Mozart's
‘Minuet' in his "Jupiter Symphony'. The adjudicator gave us 94 points and the performance
was commended for the very fine musical interpretation, remarkable tone colour and well-
organized parts. It was a bumper year for the Band. I played with Master Chan Sai Chung
and Master Mok Chak Kin in the harmonica ensemble event and was fortunate enough to

- the role of the Chairman!) The team spirit was

- from senior members who devoted their time to train up the juniors. " Ne

grab the first place playing Handel's 'Little Suite'. This was the first ensemble prize we had
for many years. The achievement that year was a big boost to the prestige of the Band and

the members. (It was certainly an unforgettable moment of mine to receive the twin prizes in

wonderful. There was whole-hearted support

’ e W ventures were
attempted. A subsidiary recorder group was set up. A school h

and organized in the following year.

armonica concert was initiated

Looking back at the progress in the 60's, we must pay tribute to our harmonica coach Mr Fun,

On for his whole-hearted devotion to train and re-organize the Band. Since Mr Fung took ov:j
the Band in the early 60's, he had introduced the chromatic harmonica and ‘orchestralized' the
form of the Band. It was relatively barren in terms of membership and resources at the time

Mr Fung put a lot of effort in raising the quality of musical interpretation, colour-and mood.
to compensate for the limitation in scale. He had demonstrated his superb playing skill and
shown us how the harmonica could be adapted to a variety of musical pieces,

' ‘ . including classical
pieces, light music and even Chinese music, His coaching was vivid, direct

and convincing.

Over the years T have never given up the interest in the harmonica, T enjoyed the harmonica
concerts held by visiting overseas soloists as well as the King's Harmonica Quihtet Tam glad
to see the emergence of popular professional performers playing thekhai‘monica in different

of the instrument.

Ihave watched the past anniversary concerts of the KCHB. I decided that I should take part
myself this year. It is amazing to have the opportunity, after so many years, to return topthe
school Band and relive the fun and experience of the school days. Since the 6()"
band has long been the nurture ground for young music lovers. This is not e
a Band that sustains interest and skill. It should be one made up of young a
like any mature philharmonic orchestra. This is the vision.

s the harmonica

nough. We need
nd old members

Chan Sai Chung  Chan Chi Kwong
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styles. The fervent supports at these concerts were encouraging sign of the rising popularity o
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Free Dinner ??
Hui Yau Fong

I was the Treasurer of the KC Harmonica
Band in 1967. One of the duties of the
Treasurer was to collect monthly fees from
the members. However, many members did
not pay their fees regularly. They disappeared
when I chased them for the monthly fees.
The Bank was always poor in financial status.

In that year, the Band practised very hard
and very well before the School Music Festival
{(we played Minuette from the Jupitor
Symphony in that year) and we were quite
confident that we would win the champion.
The Committee planned to hold a celebration
dinner free of charge to all members if we
won the champion.

But the Band had no money. So I was given
the difficult task to raise sufficient money for
the celebration dinner which would be held
immediately after the competition. Time was
tight and the Band had no financial support
from the school.

We finally won the champion. I announced
to all members immediately after the
competition that there was a celebration
dinner free of charge. Everybody was very
happy and ail members (about 40 people)
followed us to a Chinese restaurant. But I had
less than $100 in my pocket.

When everybody was enjoying the food and
sharing the joy of winning the champion, I
took the opportunity to collect the outstanding
monthly fees from all the members, many of
them had accumulated outstanding fees for
over a year.

Collection of the outstanding monthly fees
was very successful. After settling the bill of
the dinner, the Band had a balance of several

hundred dollars - more than before the dinner!




A SHORT STORY WITH ;
THE KING"S HARMONICA BAND

Michael Lam, Canada

Member (67-75)

... somehow, I (LAM, Ling Fai) joined the Band at
Form two. From my blur memory, I could only
remember HUI Yau Fong was in charge at that
time (1969). We had funs competing in the inter-
school harmonica music festivals... then one year
(1973), LAM Chun, LAU Kwok Ying and myself
were being selected /nominated to run the Band.

We don't know what to-do’, what to plan as we -

were young and 1io experience but enthusiastic.
(Ng Chi Ying gave us quite a bit'of support and
advices until he left HK.) But we were too
aggressive and made the biggest harmonica basic
classes in the Band history at that time. I am still
proud of this but on this other hand, that made
us quite exhausted.

Other than teaching the harmonica classes after
school, we had to organize the Band meetings and
prepared for the yearly music festival competitiori
(thanks to the supports from our music teacher
Ms LAU and Mr. HUNG Chun-mei) . Again'that
year the Band got the award (1st, 2rid or 3rd?) and
our trio got the first (?) as we performed much
more better than we anticipated. Then somehow
we had been invited to more than 20 schools and
public concerts in a year period.

By the time I graduated from Upper Six (1975),
the number of Banid members was going down
(why ? everything has up times and down times
and I felt really unthappy at that time). Meanwhile
we had to try all means to get some old boys to
help teaching the Band as Mr. FUNG On couldn't
come to teach King's anymore. We invited HUI
Yau Fong (failed the others). For myself, I insisted
coming back to help during my University studies.
And finally I left the Band (reluctantly) after LAU
Kwok Ying and LAM Chun.., The baton was once
again passed to....

The Band ‘gave us something and we gave
something back before we left. The baton was
passed and being passed. Some of the:seeds
germinated and sorie other disappeared, happy
and sad, that is the nature, like it or Tiot.

The'scariest moment ... Ng Chi Ying and Ho Leiing
Sing made me the treasury, I was justa-kid !
The first-upset moments. ... the big brothers

- (especially Ng Chi Ying) leaving the Band.
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The most exiting moments ... huge responses to
out basic harmonica classes enroliment. :

The again exiting moments ... we perform even
better in the yearly Harmonica Ensemble

competition... ] made'the "rae-me" trio, that was-

a miracle to me: T think T still have that recording,
The most enjoyable moments ... our trio and the
band played good.

Thie meaningful moments ... team works and banid
organization made us more mature,

The upset again moments ..; djsintégration of our
frioand decline of the Band. ' ,
The unexpected moment:... the Band i# still alive 1

Thanks for sharing some old:me‘mories ‘with e
at this special occasion. The Band gave us a chance
to understand harmonica and classical music.and
a charice to get more King's boys to know about
héarmonica and classical. Sinée:‘lfhéd such good
timies at the Ensemble and the Band and so'much
more T wasupset afterwards. But I'think every
member got sonie good things from the Band.

More, through the organization of the'Band, we
do understand that a successful group like our
Band needs different contributions from-every
member.

Long live the Band and the members....
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that I never thought of at the beginning. Harmonica
not only enlightened my appreciation to :music; bl
also enrich me with.alotof mem both sweetand
bitter;: deepin my'mmd and longlashng

. ‘Whenlwasa Form 4 kld and We were to prepare .

for the Tniter-School Mussic Festival, the poor

*‘Double Bass of the King's ‘College Harmonica
‘Band ‘was, unformnately, broken due to aging.

_* . The front board of the instrument had a one feet -
“‘érack next to the bridge and the sound post. We

were so young and inexperienced by that time,
and we did not know what to do. Kwok Tin Fok,
who was studying at Form U6 and was our senior
student advisor, told us that Tom Lee might offer
services to fix the Double Bass. It was a
lighthouse in a wide dark sea, and we started to
plan for the repair.

Who were "WE"? We were Ng Yum Keung, Lau
Wing Chan and I myself, and were all classmates
of each other. What we all knew was to send the
Double Bass to Tom Lee for repairing, but what's
next?

We had a lot of doubts, and all believed that to
get the Double Bass repaired is out of our
knowledge. After a short discussion, we soon
found out that there were quite a number of Tom
Lee retail shops around Hong Kong. We simply
did not know to which Tom Lee shop should we
send the instrument. We had no idea on for how
long Tom Lee would take to fix it, so that we
could catch up with the School Music Festival
competition. Most importantly, we had no idea
on how much we had to pay.

Yes, budget had been-our biggest constrain.
'~Amoug most of thé expenditure items we
: ,'expected at Teast we were quite sure that we

-.could pay at student's fare at the Star Ferry even

though we had a large luggage. Apart from that,
we had no idea on how to get the Double Bass

. on to a bus and travel from Bornham Road to
‘Central. We thought that none of us, nor the

Harmonica Band, could afford to hire a lorry.

: AW‘e;also needed to ensure that the Double Bass
' should be avoided from any severe impact during
: ’the transportation.

We all,felt that even the hardest linear

i “g homework from our mathemahcs

Double Bass, such as the bridge and the strings.
Our plan was that, two of us carried the Double
Bass, one holding the neck of the Double Bass
while the other on the spoke. The third one was
to backup the two, so that any one of us could taki

Whenever I'come across the
eeling that there are 3 little
chool-uniform, carrying'a
by Itis their spirit that
is their dedication that
we. All these comefrom: |
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The LOG Book documenting the tiny memories of the time with

King's College Harmonica Band - "KCHB" [

Lok Ying-kei, Rocky
King's Harmonica Quintet
Member (1976-81)

I started to learn harmonica in Sep 1976 and joined
the KCHB in Dec 1976. The first performance for
me in life was the Christmas Concert of 1976 as
a member of KCHB, which is similar to the path
of most players of KCHB.

I left KC after F5 and continued the playing of
harmonica with KCHB as an old boy for a couple
of years. In certain of the KCHB performances
during 1981 to 1984, I wore the white shirt, the
school tie as well as the jacket so as to hide myself
even though I stood up while playing the double
bass and many outsiders knew that I had left KC.

It was until the establishment of King's College
Old Boys' Association Harmonica Chamber
Orchestra (Pronounced "KCO-BA-HCQO") that keen
players like me had a place to be hosted. The
THREE only concerts of Aug 1986, Nov 1986 &
Feb 1987 were the more representative activities
of KCOBAHCO. Having this in mind, keen old
boys had led the story for continuation.
Nonetheless, KCOBAHCO appeared to be too
much "OLD BOYS". With certain evolution, this
had settled down as the Anniversary Concert of
1991 (40th), 1996 (45th) and 2001 (50th) of King's
College Harmonica Band despite the participation
of a lot of old boys. During this time, both KCHB
as well as KCOBAHCO were mentioned
interchangeably. In between, we saw the 1998 as
well as 2000 annual school concert during summer
time where only KCHB was mentioned. This
appeared to me that people are finding the mother
place "King's College Harmonica Band" where all
of us are nourished and trained not just for

50

harmonica, but including music, knowledge,
philosophy, friendship, brotherhood etc.

The above are just introduction appeared as
RECAP of the happenings, but in a much
summarized manner. During my FIVE years with
the Band, I had been the Secretary for 3 years
(during my F2, F3 & F4). [ was the one writing
the LOG BOOK, which is supposed to be the
documentary for the band. Keynotes appeared
in those days included the following :-

* The band did not join the band section of
HKSSMEF for not adequate members.

* There is NO practice due to renovation.

* Today we have 5 members joining the practice.
* Old Boys XXX & his friend of XXX from YYY
came to teach us.

* Today, we practiced 777, !!l & @@@.

* Tutor HUI Yau-fong conducted the intermediate
class for Chromatic Harmonica.

* Today, the KCHB organized the annual outing
to XYZ.

* The School was closed for renovation and thus
there is NO practice.

* Today's daily announcement of the School -
KCHB had won firstin ........, there will be an early
dismissal for two lessons today.

[ strongly wish that the "log book" could be a
carry-forward asset of the KCHB documenting
the tiny memories of the time with KCHB. With
today's advent in technology, having a WEB
version of such shouldn't be un-achievable.
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Music That I Played,
Remembrance That
Lasts Forever

Lau Chun Bong
King Harmonica Quintet
Chairman (84-85)

When the editor of the 50th anniversary magazine
asks for contribution, I am a bit reluctant to take
up the challenge, because my memory of my years
in the harmonica band tends to be fragmented and
there is no particular topic that I have a strong
urge to write on. As the editorial deadline is
drawing near, upon repeated requests and after
reading so many precious contributions from other
enthusiastic brothers, I think I have to do something
to commemorate this once-in-a-life-time occasion.
I begin to put together my fragmented memories.
But where and how should I start? I read the
programme of the 50th anniversary concert again,
and some of the names of the music do appear
familiar to me and stir up my memory. So let me
start from there.

The first two pieces of the programme : Calif of
Baghdad and Pastoral Symphony are two extremes.
Calif of Baghdad is a typical brilliant orchestral
showpiece - strong rhythm, maximal volume, and
last but not the least, fast runs. If you have looked
at the score, you will never forget the 8 bars of
semi-quaver notes at a tempo of at least 132 beats
per minute, and how the 100+ notes are written
within the width of an A4 score sheet! And this
run is assigned to the second harmonica, breaking
the concept that the second harmonica is technically
less demanding than the first harmonica. Onmy
first time of practising this piece, the arrangement
has actually cut down the length of the run, [
somehow managed to work through it with some
success. But later on, [ was astonished to find out

about the trimmed notes, which are more difficult
than my first encountered version!

While Calif of Baghdad basically tests the technical
skills, the first movement of the Pastoral
Symphony is a test of both skills and musical
sense. It is certainly enjoyable to listen to an
orchestra playing it, but it is an entirely different
story to play the piece with harmonicas. I must
confess that it was a brave attempt, although my
experience with it was a total failure! Thus, I must
salute to the current younger brothers in the
harmonica band who manage to overcome the
difficulties in presenting a performance of it. [
wish I could be part of them. Iam sure I will
someday, and I am sure that it will be part of a
life-long pursuit of the symphonic sound from a
harmonica orchestra.

Adagio for Strings is my favorite piece in this
concert. [ first came across it in the practice of
Chinese YMCA Harmonica Orchestra. The score
was quite daunting because of the long notes, and
breath control is a major challenge. Thanks to the
superb techniques of the orchestra members, 1
was immediately captured by the music and felt
the extreme thrill, especially in the climax where
the whole world appears to rise into the heaven.
Since that practice in YMCA orchestra, [ have no
chance to play it again. And I am absolutely
delighted to have this opportunity in the 50th
anniversary concert.

Speaking of YMCA orchestra,  have to be thankful
of the opportunities that T had in it. It was an eye-
opening experience - the opportunity to meet the
best local harmonica players, to play with them,
to learn from them, to gain performance
experience, etc. I can still remember and treasure
the 'full day training’-on a Saturday, solo class in
the morning, band practice in the afternoon and
YMCA orchestra practice in the evening.

Intermezzo from Hary Janos Suite gives me the
fondest memory. It was one of the programmes
in the concert of the King's College Old Boys
Association Harmonica Chamber Orchestra in
August 1986. To me, this is a turning point in
sustaining my interest in harmonica and continual
active participation in this hobby. I was about to
leave school and hence by definition leave the
harmonica band. The success of the concert proves
that we are still together despite leaving school,
as various concerts later on involving old boys
repeatedly prove the same point and reinforce our
cohesion.

In the same concert, we played Farandole from
Bizet' Larlesienne Suite. Without doubt, this is an
exciting and strenuous piece to play, but this piece
leaves a special place in my memory, and probably
to those band members in the early 80's. It was
the piece we played in 1983 Schools' Music Festival.
The harmonica band then was at a peak in strength,
so we feared not the difficulty and had much self-
confidence. You can guess that the result was not
as what we would have liked. We got the second
place. We thought we should have won. Until
now, I still think we should have won. Perhaps
only history can give a fair judgment.

Another piece that I can remember vividly is
Tritsch-Tratsch Polka. When I first played it,
was form 2 and playing the second harmonica.
If you know the score, you might probably recall
the fast scale. With only one year of experience,
I was cheating (understandably). But the fun part
was to cheat in a musical way! As I have said at
the beginning, my memory is fragmented, but that
year really gave me much pleasure. Apart from
the excitement in the harmonica band competition,
I also got unexpectedly good results in the
ensemble and solo competitions. That was a real
encouragement to a novice who entered into a
competition for the first time.
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One last piece of memory that I would like to
specially recall is about the piece Andante
Cantabile by Tchaikovsky. The time was only one
month since I started learning harmonica, still
playing the tremolo harmonica. The piece was an
exercige in triplet in the elementary harmonica
course. Thad absolutely no idea about this piece,
except a faint idea about the name of the composer
(ajoke about his name - a driver called "Tchaikov'-
helps to impress). Some years later, when I had
more exposure to classical music, I suddenly
rediscovered this tune, actually a beautiful tune
within an even more beautiful movement of a
masterpiece - his String Quartet No.1! Itis even
more meaningful to play this piece when we

stepped out of Hong Kong in 1995 and won a
prize in the World Harmonica Festival with that!
It is amazing to observe how the same music can
evoke different feelings at different times.
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Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (3 awards)

i. FIRST in Duo section - Howard Lam; Tsang Fung Kei

ii. SECOND in Duo section - Andrew Cheung, Sum Siu Cheung
. SECOND in Small Band section :




1951=1952: =
1952-1963:

‘ LamiChiChun
s Yuen:Shit:lal

ZHui:YauFong::
“[Hui'Yau:Fong
‘[Hui-Yau' Fang
Hul:Yau:Fong
| PobriCHaICNA
¢|Pdbn:Chak-Mii

'Kuan‘,Mén‘ oli
Kuan:ManiHou






