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Tropical Cyclones and Heavy Persistent Rain Arrangements for Kindergartens and Day

Schools on Student Development Day
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Special attention is drawn to the different arrangements in the event of tropical
cyclones and heavy persistent rain. It takes time for tropical cyclones to form and
change and the effects are more lasting. Upon EDB’s announcement of class
suspension in case of tropical cyclones, schools should arrange students to return
home under safe conditions. For heavy persistent rain, however, adverse situation
could develop quickly and dissipate quickly. Schools should therefore continue their
lessons as usual when RED/BLACK Rainstorm Warning Signal is issued during lesson
time and should not arrange students to return home immediately. (Please refer to

paragraphs 6 and 8 below for details of the arrangements.)
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Schools should pay attention to the announcements made via the radio, television or
mobile application “GovHK Notifications” when tropical cyclones are affecting Hong
Kong. For full details of the announcements, schools may visit the webpage “Press
Releases” on the Government website

(http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/today.htm).
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When tropical cyclones affect Hong Kong, the following general arrangements will

apply and EDB will make appropriate public announcements accordingly:
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When Tropical Cyclone Warning < All schools, including kindergartens, are
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Signal No. 1 is issued to operate as usual unless advised
otherwise.
BRNERH =9AVTRIEE | & IE - RGN EER R
H{EIR HERIIEIER -
> RIS TIEA - BRI ERE
R

When Tropical Cyclone Warning <> Classes of kindergartens, schools for

Signal No. 3 is issued children with physical disability and
schools for children with intellectual
disability are to be suspended.

<> Other schools are to operate as usual

unless advised otherwise.
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When Tropical Cyclone Warning <> Classes of all schools are to be suspended

Signal Pre-No. 8 / No. 8 or above

is issued
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When Tropical Cyclone Warning
Signal No. 8 or above is replaced
by Signal No. 3

Classes of all kindergartens, schools for
children with physical disability and
schools for children with intellectual
disability are to remain suspended.
Unless previous announcement has been
made to the effect that classes will be
suspended for the entire day, other
schools are to resume if Tropical Cyclone
Warning Signal 3 has been issued before
5:30 a.m. (for AM and whole-day schools)
(All students should resume schooling) /
10:30 a.m. (for PM schools). (S.4

students should resume schooling)
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When Tropical Cyclone Warning
Signal No. 3 is replaced by Signal

No. 1 or when all tropical cyclone

signals are cancelled

All schools are to resume with the next
session unless previous announcement
has been made to the effect that classes

will be suspended for the entire day.
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http://www.hko.gov.hk/wxinfo/rainfall/isohyetc.shtml

updated: http://www.hko.gov.hk/tc/wxinfo/rainfall/isohyet pastlhr.shtml

Heavy Persistent Rain

The rainstorm warning system of the Hong Kong Observatory (HKO) is designed to

alert the public to the occurrence of heavy rain and the likelihood of major

disruptions, including serious traffic disruptions, as well as extensive floods and

landslips resulting in casualties. Schools should pay particular attention to the

announcements made via the radio, television or mobile application “GovHK

Notifications” during rainstorms. For more detailed information regarding rainfall

distribution, schools may visit the following HKO webpage:

http://www.hko.gov.hk/wxinfo/rainfall/isohyetc.shtml

updated: http://www.hko.gov.hk/tc/wxinfo/rainfall/isohyet pastlhr.shtml
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In the event of rainstorms, the following general arrangements will apply and
EDB will make appropriate public announcements accordingly:
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Rainstorm Warning Signal

Corresponding measures

(Applicable to all students)
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usual unless advised otherwise.
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RED or BLACK
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http://www.hko.gov.hk/wxinfo/rainfall/isohyetc.shtml
http://www.hko.gov.hk/tc/wxinfo/rainfall/isohyet_past1hr.shtml
http://www.hko.gov.hk/wxinfo/rainfall/isohyetc.shtml
http://www.hko.gov.hk/tc/wxinfo/rainfall/isohyet_past1hr.shtml
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(i) Issued from 5:30 am onwards and
before 6:00 am
(Applicable to all students)

Classes of AM and whole-day
schools are to be suspended all
day.

Students who have not left for
school should stay home.

Schools should implement

contingency measures and arrange

staff to look after the students who

might arrive and ensure that

conditions are safe before allowing

students to return home.
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(i) Issued from 6:00 am onwards and
before 8:00 am
(Applicable to all students)

Students of AM and whole-day
schools do not have to attend
school that day.

Students who have not left for
school should stay home.

Schools are required to keep their
premises open and implement
contingency measures to look afte
students who have arrived at

school.
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If students learn about the class
suspension announcement on their
way to school, they should decide
whether to proceed with their
journey to school taking into
consideration the rain, road, slope
or traffic conditions.

Students who have already arrived
at school should remain in school
until it is safe for them to return
home.

Parents do not need to pick up
their children from school

immediately.
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(iii) Issued from 8:00 am onwards and
before 10:30 am

(Applicable to all students except S.4
students)

(S.4 students have the activities in the
PM session, they should pay attention
to the weather news and the

announcement of EDB.)

AM and whole-day schools should
continue the lessons until the end
of normal school hours and ought
to ensure that conditions are safe
before allowing students to return

home.
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(iv) Issued from 10:30 am onwards and

Classes of PM schools are to be
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before 11:00 am
(Applicable to all students)

suspended. (Suspension of school
for S.4 students)

Students of PM schools who have
not left for school should stay
home. (Suspension of school for
S.4 students)

AM and whole-day schools should
continue the lessons until the end
of normal school hours and ought
to ensure that conditions are safe
before allowing students to return
home. (S.1-3 students and S.5-6
students should continue the
activities until the end of the

school hours.)
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(v) Issued from 11:00 am onwards and

Students of PM schools do not
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before 1:00 pm

have to attend school that day.
(Suspension of school for S.4
students)

Students of PM schools who have
not left for school should stay
home. (Suspension of school for
S.4 students)

PM schools are required to keep
their premises open until the end
of normal school hours and
arrange staff to look after the
students who have arrived at
school. They ought to ensure that
conditions are safe before allowing
students to return home.
(Suspension of school for S.4
students)

If students learn about the class
suspension announcement on their
way to school, they should decide
whether to proceed with their
journey to school taking into
consideration the rain, road, slope
or traffic conditions. (Suspension
of school for S.4 students)
Students who have already arrived
at school should remain in school
until it is safe for them to return
home. (Suspension of school for
S.4 students)

Parents do not need to pick up
their children from school
immediately.

AM and whole-day schools should
continue the lessons until the end
of normal school hours and ought
to ensure that conditions are safe

before allowing students to return
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home. (S.1-3 students and S.5-6
students should continue the
activities until the end of the

school hours.)
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(vi) Issued from 1:00 pm onwards <> All schools should continue the
(Almost all activities finished on or lessons until the end of normal
before 1:35 pm, school hours and ought to ensure
S.1to S.3 and S.5 students finished the that conditions are safe before
activities and go back home, allowing students to return home.

S.4’s activity is suspended, and
S.6 students should continue the
activities until the end of the school

hours.)
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Class Suspension and the “Weather Information for Schools” Webpage
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When Tropical Cyclone Warning Signal No. 3 or above or the RED/BLACK Rainstorm
Warning Signal is issued, EDB will arrange radio and television announcements on
uspension of classes or cancellation of EDB activities. Schools that see a genuine
eed to make an announcement on their specific situations can send their
announcement to school staff, parents, students and relevant parties through
electronic means (e.g. School Webpage, SMS, Mobile Apps and e-platform, etc.). To

keep stakeholders abreast of the latest information, schools should inform all
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relevant parties of the means of announcement in advance.
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In exceptional circumstances, EDB may announce the suspension of classes in a
particular district or certain districts. If this is the case, students whose schools are
located in such district(s) as well as students who live in such district(s) need not go
to school. Schools are therefore required to ensure that their staff, parents and
students know exactly the district in which the schools are located and the district in
which students live. This information should be checked at the beginning of each

school year.
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http://www.weather.gov.hk/school/mainc.shtml

For more information regarding the regional weather, schools may visit the HKO
webpage on “Weather Information for Schools”:

http://www.weather.gov.hk/school/main.shtml
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In cases when EDB has not made any announcement for suspension of classes

but individual schools consider it necessary to suspend their classes having regard to
local weather, road, slope or traffic conditions, the schools concerned may proceed
after consulting their respective School Development Sections/Joint Office for
Kindergartens and Child Care Centres. They should at the same time activate the
contingency plan and inform relevant parties according to the established

procedures.
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